
Unexpected Miracles: The Floating Ax Head   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we continue in our Unexpected Miracles sermon series, today we 
look at what is arguably one of the most unusual miracles in the Old 
Testament. Elisha the prophet is helping the disciples at his training 
school build facility space when one of them loses an ax head in the 
Jordan river - and what happens next serves as a clear reminder that 
God wants to be involved in the details of our lives. To get your group 
discussion started, let everyone share about a project which, once it 
got underway, turned into a nightmare that seemed like it would never 
finish…

BIG THOUGHT
We don’t need to hesitate to ask God to intervene in the

day-to-day problems and details of our lives
because He loves us and wants to help!

     
1. Read 2 Kings 6:1-3. Why did Elisha’s students want to build a 

new community living and meeting space? Where did they want it 
to be? And what were they going to use for their construction 
materials? (v. 2) What was another part of their request? (v. 3) Do 
you like to have an older, wiser person around when you start a 
project or do you prefer to figure things out on you own? Explain.

2. Now read v. 4-5. What ended up happening as they were 
working? (v. 5) What was the ax head made of? What made the 
situation even worse for the worker who lost it? (v. 5b) Read 
Deuteronomy 19:5 - what does this verse imply about how 
commonly this happened? What’s your typical response if 
someone borrows something of yours and damages it?

3. Now read Elisha’s response in v. 6a. What does Elisha say to the 
student? How do you think he says it - is he angry? Frustrated? 
Kind? Something else? How do you normally respond when 
someone else makes a mistake or has an accident that delays 
accomplishing a task you’re responsible for?

4. Read v. 6b-7. How do you imagine this scene when you read it? 
What would you have been feeling if you had been the one who 
lost the ax head and then were able to reach out and grab it? 
Share about a time in your life when someone helped you fix 
something you thought couldn’t be fixed… 

5. To finish, read 1 Peter 5:7. How should Jesus’ followers respond 
in times of stress, hassle, and tension? Why? (v. 7b) How good 
are you at releasing to God the things that bother you? When 
have you seen Him work on your behalf? Explain. 

Take it Further
Talk with God right now about all of the things that are causing you 
stress and worry. Be honest, and when you’re finished ask Him to 
take care of all of them - then thank Him for caring about you and 

your circumstances so much! 
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