
Unexpected Miracles: Parting the Red Sea   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In today’s message, Pastor Don talks through one of the most well-
known miracles recorded in the Old Testament - the parting of the 
Red Sea. As a result of the last of ten plagues (see Exodus 11:1-10), 
Pharaoh finally decides to release the Israelites from their servitude 
in Egypt. Yet after a little more than a week of travel they find that 
God has directed them (see Exodus 13:17-18) to what they believe is 
a dead-end - which leads to an understandable crisis of faith. To get 
the discussion started today, let everyone tell about a time when they 
followed instructions fully (putting together furniture, following driving 
directions, etc.) but it still ended badly - what happened? And how did 
they feel?

BIG THOUGHT
Even if our circumstances turn desperate, when we follow God’s

directives He won’t abandon us to face our difficulties on our 
own - and He may even be preparing to perform a miracle!

     
1. Read Exodus 14:1-4. How specific are God’s instructions for 

where the Israelites are to camp? (v. 2) What does God know this 
will do to Pharaoh? (v. 3) What is God’s ultimate desire by forcing 
a confrontation? (v. 4) Would you say that following God has at 
times placed you in “dangerous” situations? Share with the 
group… 

2. Now read v. 5-9. What is at the heart of Pharaoh’s desire to 
capture the Israelites? (v. 5) How do you interpret v. 8 (see also v. 
4)? How can these two verses be connected to Romans 
1:18-21? If you were an Israelite and heard the Egyptians coming 
(v. 9), what would you have thought?

3. Now read v. 10-11. Who do the Israelites ask for help? (v. 10) 
Who do they blame for their predicament? (v. 11) Does that seem 
fair to you? How do they show their willingness to quickly forget 
God’s work on their behalf in v. 12? How about you - how do you 
usually react when caught between a rock and a hard place?

4. Read v. 13-14. What three specific instructions does Moses give 
the people? Which one would you say is the most difficult for you 
to implement in your own moments of stress?

5. Now read v. 15-18. What does v. 15 imply about Moses’ own 
feelings at this point? Why do you think God answers Moses the 
way He does?

6. To finish, read v. 19-31. Who moves to the rear of the Israelites to 
guard them from the Egyptians? (v. 19) How can this example 
bring us comfort when God asks us to move forward into 
uncertainty? Which part of the miracle (v. 21-28) stands out to 
you the most? Share with the group where you’d like to see God 
bring a miraculous intervention in your own circumstances right 
now… 

Take it Further
Talk with God about the circumstance(s) where you feel distressed or 

trapped right now. Then ask Him to give you the strength to be 
courageous, stand firm, and rest quietly in Him (Exodus 14:13-14).

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Psalm 50:15        Day 4: Isaiah 59:1
Day 2: 2 Timothy 4:18             Day 5: Romans 8:38-39
Day 3: Psalm 143:9      Day 6: Psalm 40:13

Memory Verses: Exodus 14:13-14
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