
2 Timothy Week 2: Strong in Grace         Brandon Yopp

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Today, Gateway’s Youth Pastor Brandon Yopp walks us through
2 Timothy 2:1-13 where the apostle Paul is encouraging his 
apprentice Timothy to endure whatever difficulties arise as he works 
diligently to tell others about Jesus’ sacrifice for our sinfulness. It’s 
apparent that Paul is wanting to make sure Timothy continues the 
work even as his circumstances are becoming more of a hardship, so 
to get your group started talking today, let everyone share about one 
experience that has tested their endurance (a school or work project, 
a crazy boss, an experience in the military, etc.) and share how they 
managed it…

BIG THOUGHT
Jesus gives us the grace to follow Him, and

His grace will also give us strength
so that we can we endure difficulties.

     
1. Read 2 Timothy 2:1. How do you hear Paul’s voice as you read 

these words to Timothy - Commanding? Gentle? Intense? 
Something else? Does knowing that Paul is in prison at the time 
he’s writing this to Timothy change your interpretation? Why or 
why not?

2. Now read v. 2. What did Paul tell Timothy to do with all that he’d 
seen and heard? Have you ever had a coach/boss/teacher pass 
on one of his or her responsibilities to you? Were you more 
excited for the chance to try or nervous about assuming the 
weight of responsibility? Share what happened with the group. 

3. Read verses 3-7. What three examples of people committed to 
hard work and endurance does Paul use? With which one do you 
identify the most? Why? Which role would you never want to 
accept? Why?

4. What two things does Paul tell Timothy to focus on in v. 8? How 
are these both central to the message of God’s love for us 
through Jesus? (see 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 and Psalm 132:11) 

5. Now read verses 9-10. Does the thought of being persecuted for 
your faith like Paul scare you or encourage you? Why? What 
does Paul see as his motivation? (v. 10) What is at stake for each 
and every person regarding their decision to follow Christ? (hint: 
v. 10 mentions two things)

6. To finish, read verses 11-13. How is placing our faith in Christ like 
dying with Him? (v. 11 - see also Galatians 2:20) How does 
denying Jesus keep us from having any relationship with him 
whatsoever? (v. 12 - see Matthew 12:31) And how does Jesus 
remain faithful to His ‘own’ (the people who are following Him)? 
(v. 13 - see John 1:12)

Take it Further
Talk with God right now and thank Him for His powerful grace that 

can give you the strength to endure. Then talk with Him about all of 
the things going on in your life that you need His strength for, and ask 
Him to help you be as focused as a soldier, disciplined as an athlete, 

and productive as a farmer!

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Romans 5:3-4     Day 4: James 1:2-4
Day 2: Philippians 5:13      Day 5: Hebrews 10:36
Day 3: Hebrews 12:1-2       Day 6: James 1:12

Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 2:1
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