
2 Timothy Week 3: Giving My Best   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
For today’s message, Pastor Don takes us through 2 Timothy 2:14-26 
where Paul gives practical, pastoral advice to his apprentice Timothy 
on everything from avoiding frivolous arguments over irrelevant 
spiritual topics to leading a life focused on intentionally pursuing faith, 
love, and peace. So to get your group started today, let every group 
member share about the most ridiculous argument they’ve ever had 
(or heard someone else have) that solved nothing and only created 
hard feelings…

BIG THOUGHT
God wants us to intentionally focus on serving 
Him with integrity so that we may receive His

approval even in tough situations.

     
1. Read 2 Timothy 2:14. What does Paul say are the results of 

arguing over words? Have you ever seen this happen? Is this 
something that you’re tempted to do? Why or why not? How do 
you respond when you feel verbally attacked?

2. Now read v. 15. How did Paul encourage Timothy to present 
himself to God? What do you think it means to “correctly teach 
the word of truth”? How can we know whether someone is 
teaching the Bible correctly?

3. Read verses 16-17. How does “worthless talk” contribute to an 
environment of godless behavior? Have you ever been involved 
in a situation where these kind of conversations began to poison 
the environment? Share with the group if you can…

4. In verse 18, Paul specifically mentions two who were causing 
difficulties in Timothy’s church - what were they teaching? And 
what was the result? Why would their teaching have been so 
destructive? Have you ever heard someone teach something 
about God that you knew wasn’t right? Explain. 

5. Now read verse 19. What is Paul implying through these Old 
Testament verses about the character of people who teach 
untruths about God? Does that feel fair to you? Why or why not?

6. Read verses 20-22. What imagery does Paul use to encourage 
Timothy to keep himself focused for God’s use? And how active 
does he want Timothy to be in staying prepared? Does this mean 
that God can’t use us when we fail, or is Paul speaking more to 
our readiness to be available for God’s plans? Share your 
thoughts with the group.

7. To finish, read verses 23-26. How does Paul tell Timothy to deal 
with difficult people? Is this easy or hard for you? Why?

Take it Further
Talk with God and ask Him to help you recognize when you’re falling 

into the traps that Paul tells Timothy to avoid, and then ask for His 
strength to be a “good worker” for Him!

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Proverbs 10:9               Day 4: Colossians 3:23
Day 2: 1 Peter 3:16            Day 5: Titus 2:7
Day 3: Psalm 25:21    Day 6: Proverbs 11:3

Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 2:15
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