
2 Timothy Week 5: Struggles   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we continue to walk through 2 Timothy, today we come to a 
passage where Paul encourages his pastoral apprentice Timothy by 
reminding him of his own experience of God’s faithfulness despite 
difficult and oftentimes challenging circumstances. By honestly 
sharing from his own life, Paul not only seeks to remind Timothy of 
God’s gracious consistency but also to spur him on to face whatever 
comes his way with determination and bravery. To get your group 
started this week, let everyone share about one person in their life 
who has been an encourager to them in tough times…

BIG THOUGHT
Even though we will encounter difficult and challenging 

circumstances, God will be faithful to us through them all
and use His Word to prepare us for anything we may face.

     
1. In the preceding verses (see 3:1-9), Paul has just instructed 

Timothy on how godlessness will continue to grow as history 
moves closer to the time of Jesus’ return. Now read v. 10. What 
facets of Paul’s life is he saying should be an example to Timothy 
of how to counteract everything that was just described earlier? 
Which one of the things Paul mentions has had the most impact 
on you when you’ve seen it in someone’s life? Why?

2. Now read v. 11. To what two types of difficult circumstances does 
Paul refer to specifically? Have you ever had either one of these 
happen in your life because of your walk with Jesus? Explain. 
And what does Paul say was the response of the Lord?  Now 
turn to 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 to see a sampling of what Paul 
experienced - would you consider yourself “rescued” if you had to 
experience those things? Why or why not? 

3. Read verse 12. Do you think this verse is still true today? Why or 
why not? If so, how do you think persecution shows up in our 
culture?

4. Now read v. 13. Paul here is giving Timothy a warning (for the 
second time - see 3:5-9) about people who want to use their 
reputation as spiritual leaders for personal gain. How do you 
think today’s fascination with celebrities encourages this same 
unhealthy dynamic? And have you ever known someone who 
had a completely distorted view of themselves? What were the 
consequences? Explain.

5. Read verses 14-17. What does Paul encourage Timothy to rely 
on? (v. 14-15) In what specific way does the Bible help us to 
recognize the truth about Jesus? (v. 15) Has this been true in 
your life? Explain. And in what ways does Paul say the Bible can 
help us follow Jesus more closely? (v. 16) Finally, how does God 
want to use His Word in our lives? (v. 17)

Take it Further
Talk with God, and thank Him that even with this study today He is 

using His Word to prepare you for the good things He has for you to 
accomplish (see Ephesians 2:10). Then ask Him to strengthen you to 

face whatever difficulties may come as you walk with Jesus. 

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Psalm 119:105        Day 4: Psalm 46:1
Day 2: Isaiah 40:29        Day 5: Isaiah 40:8
Day 3: James 1:22               Day 6: Philippians 4:13

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16
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