
Glorifying God      Jeff Pruitt

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we get ready to celebrate Christmas this week, Gateway’s 
Children and Young Families Pastor Jeff Pruitt helps us understand 
how we can follow the example of glorifying God that Jesus set for us 
beginning two centuries ago at His first appearance on the stage of 
human history. The key is to remember the truth of what Jesus said 
as He explained His mission to His disciples; “For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) To get your group started today, who 
in your life would you say has been an inspiration to you because of 
the way he or she chooses to serve other people? 

BIG THOUGHT
Jesus came to earth to sacrifice Himself for our good and God’s
 glory, and when we choose to live and love sacrificially we are

celebrating the true meaning of Jesus’ first arrival. 

      
1. To get started, read John 1:12. According to this verse, what right 

or claim is given to us when we place our trust in Jesus? Do you 
think this verse could serve as a summation of Jesus’ mission? 
Why or why not? And what does it mean for you to know that 
God wants you specifically to be His child?

2. Now read v. 13. Based on this verse, is there anything about our 
upbringing or family that can put us in a right relationship with 
God? Who is responsible for the process that does bring about 
that change? (v. 13b - see also John 3:3-5) And how can knowing 
the truth of this verse give us encouragement as we pursue a 
relationship with God regardless of what’s in our past? Explain.

3. To see how Jesus accomplished His mission, turn and read 
Philippians 2:5-8. How is He to serve as our example? (v. 5) Now 
list the four things Jesus did because of His desire to reach us. 
(v. 7-8) What are specific ways can we follow Jesus’ example in 
each of these four areas? Talk through your ideas as a group…

4. Now read Philippians 2:9-11. What are the results of Jesus’ 
willingness to sacrifice Himself? Who will eventually recognize 
the magnitude of His obedience to God? (v. 10-11) And who 
receives the ultimate glory? (v. 11b)

5. To see how Jesus directed His own disciples to understand 
God’s call to sacrificial living, turn and read Mark 10:35-45. What 
is at the heart of what James and John are asking - what do they 
really want? (v. 37) How would you have felt if you had received 
Jesus’ pointed response in v. 38-40? Even though James and 
John were the ones to ask the initial question, what can we infer 
from the fact that Jesus pulled all the disciples together to explain 
how mistaken the brothers were? (v. 41-44) How do you think the 
disciples’ understanding of v. 45 changed after Jesus’ crucifixion 
and resurrection?

Take it Further
Talk with God and ask Him to help you see and respond to the needs 
of the people in your life so you can bring Him glory by loving them 

sacrificially.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: 1 Peter 4:10-11   Day 4: John 13:12-14
Day 2: Matthew 5:16  Day 5: Hebrews 13:16
Day 3: 1 John 3:18  Day 6: Matthew 20:28

Memory Verse: Mark 10:45
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