
Messy Life 3 - The Samaritan Woman   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As our Messy Life series finishes up today, Pastor Don walks us 
through an encounter that Jesus had with a Samaritan woman whose 
life, without question, was in an absolute mess. Her story is helpful 
because it reminds us that we don’t need to have everything in our 
lives figured out and perfect in order for God to reach out to us. In 
fact, sometimes the best thing that can happen is for us to meet 
Jesus while we’re in our struggles  - because it helps us remember 
that His desire is to give us the opportunity to leave our “messes” 
behind as we follow Him. To get your group started, let everyone tell 
about the person in his or her life that they turn to when they need to 
talk something through…

BIG THOUGHT
Even in the middle of our messy life, Jesus is

reaching out to us so that we can respond
to His offer of healing and hope. 

1. To get started, read John 4:1-6. What did Jesus do when he 
heard what the Pharisees were saying about Him? (4:3) Why do 
you think He wanted to avoid a confrontation at this early point in 
His ministry? The people in the region of Samaria had an 
ancestry that was considered a mix of Jewish and non-Jewish 
populations, and in Jesus’ day devout Jews would walk a longer 
route in order to avoid entering the region - but what does Jesus 
do? (v. 4-6) Does this seem odd to you? Why do you think He did 
this?

2. Now read John v. 7-9. Who meets Jesus at the well? (v. 7) What 
does Jesus ask for? What does the Gospel writer John want to 
make sure we know? (v. 8) In those days, Jews would not talk to 
non-Jews, and men did not talk to unaccompanied women - yet 
Jesus here breaks both cultural taboos. How did the woman 
respond? (v. 9) How do you think you would have responded if 
you had been her?

3. Read v. 10. How does Jesus use the topic of their conversation 
to turn things to a spiritual focus? Have you ever had someone 
do that with you? What is the woman hinting at in her response in 
v. 11-12? How does this reveal her own prejudices?

4. Now read v. 13-15. How does Jesus try to get the woman to start 
thinking spiritually? Does she follow His lead (v. 15)? What does 
Jesus finally do to get her to realize something out of the ordinary 
is happening? (v. 16-18) What controversy does she want to hide 
behind next? (v. 19-20) Have you ever talked with someone who 
kept wanting to use religious controversies in order to avoid an 
honest conversation? If so, share what happened. 

5. Read v. 21-24. How does Jesus directly correct her religious 
misunderstandings? (v. 21-22) And what truth does He point her 
toward? (v. 23-24) Now read v. 25-26. What does the woman 
reveal that she knows? What does Jesus make plain to her? (v. 
26) What would you have thought if you had heard someone tell 
you secrets about your life and then make this claim? What did 
the Samaritan woman think? (see v. 39-42)

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for His willingness to reach out to us 

when we’re stuck in our messes - and then ask Him to help us have 
the courage to tell others so that they, too, can find life in Him.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Luke 19:10     Day 4: 1 Peter 5:7
Day 2: Philippians 4:6      Day 5: John 3:16
Day 3: Mark 2:17  Day 6: Psalm 55:22

Memory Verses:  John 4:13-14
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