
Global Impact Conference            Jeff Christopherson

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Gateway celebrates its annual Global Impact Conference this week 
by taking time to focus specifically on all that God is doing both here 
in our local community and in the rest of the world beyond. The guest 
speaker today is Jeff Christopherson - a church planter, pastor, 
author, and missiologist who serves with the North American Mission 
Board. As he leads us to take a look at Paul’s prayer for the church in 
Ephesus this morning, start your group discussion by letting 
everyone share - has there ever been a time in their life when they 
knew someone was praying for them? What happened, and how did 
knowing they were being prayed for impact their experience of their 
circumstances?

BIG THOUGHT
If we are following God, He wants us to have a tremendous

 impact on the world around us - and He wants us to pray for
His power to become and do even more than we can imagine.

1. After Paul explains his ministry to the Ephesians (Ephesians 
3:1-9), what does he say God is looking to do through His church 
in v. 10? And to whom is God wanting to show His wisdom? How 
does this verse line up with Peter’s comments in 1 Peter 
1:10-12? Why do you think supernatural beings would be 
interested in what God does in human history? Share your 
thoughts.

2. Now read Ephesians 3:11. How long has God been planning to 
restore creation back to Himself? And through whom has He 
accomplished it? How would you say this verse answers our 
current culture’s general affirmation that “all religions are the 
same”? Why?

3. Read v. 12-13 where Paul transitions to our relationship with God 
through prayer. Because of Jesus’ obedience in following God’s 
plan, what two characteristics does Paul say we can have as we 
approach God? (v. 12) Do you generally feel comfortable talking 
to authority figures? Are these approaches something that come 
naturally to you when you pray? Why or why not?

4. Now read Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church in v. 14-19. 
Which of Paul’s many prayer points do you feel like you need the 
most in your life right now? Why? Share with the group. And what 
is the hoped for result of God answering the prayers of this 
particular passage? (v. 19) What do you think it means to be 
“made complete” in this way?

5. To finish, read v. 20-21. What is God able to do? And by what 
means? (v. 20) Where does Paul say God will receive glory? And 
ultimately how long will His glory last? (v. 21) What does it mean 
to you to know that today’s followers of Jesus are a part of God’s 
answer to Paul’s prayer? Explain.

Take it Further
Change the wording in verses 16-19 so that you can read Paul’s bold 

prayer aloud as a prayer for yourself and anyone else you know 
who’s walking with Jesus. Then thank Him for being faithful to 

answer it!

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: 1 Peter 2:9             Day 4: Hebrews 4:16
Day 2: Ephesians 2:10          Day 5: Philippians 2:13
Day 3: 1 John 5:14         Day 6: Acts 1:8

Memory Verse: Ephesians 3:19
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