
The Journey: Look up!   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week, as our calendar moves us one week closer to the 
celebration of Easter, we take a look at Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
and the beginning of His intentional march to the Cross. As Pastor 
Don continues in our series The Journey by taking us step-by-step 
through these last days of Jesus’ earthly ministry, today he helps us 
understand how Jesus weaves all of His interactions together to help 
His followers understand the ultimate truth of His statement in John 
12:32: “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to me." As Jesus 
makes His way into the city in today’s passage, the crowd in 
Jerusalem greets Him with a huge celebration - so to get your group 
started, let everyone tell the most famous person they’ve ever seen 
up close…

BIG THOUGHT
Although the crowds in Jerusalem were hoping to see Jesus

become a conquering King and perform miracles, Jesus’ only 
steadfast intention was to fulfill His sacrificial purpose.  

1. Read John 12:12-13. Who did the crowd hear was on the way to 
Jerusalem? And what did they start to do? Why did they have the 
palm branches? (see Leviticus 23:40) And what were they calling 
Jesus? (v. 13) What do you think you would have thought if you 
were in the crowd that day - excitement? Doubt? Hope? Fear (of 
the Romans?)

2. Now read v. 14-15. Then read the prophecy about the Messiah in 
Zechariah 9:9 in the Old Testament. Do you think Jesus 
intentionally picked a young donkey to ride into the city? Why or 
why not? Do you think the religious leaders who watched Him 
knew the Scripture He was fulfilling? Why or why not?

3. Read v. 16. Why do you think the disciples were so clueless to 
this fulfilled prophecy? Why do you think we miss what God is 
doing around us? Share a time when you had an “Aha!” moment 
after God moved in your life in an incredible way…

4. Now read v. 17-18. What was special about this particular crowd? 
What were they talking about as they met Jesus? What does the 
writer John hint at as their motivation for going out to see Jesus 
make His way into the city? Does this speak to whether or not 
there should be Christian “celebrities”?  Explain your thoughts…  

5. Read v. 19. How did the Pharisees respond when they saw how 
the people welcomed Jesus? What plan were they talking about? 
(see John 11:47-53) How could understanding the truth of  
Proverbs 19:21 have helped them?

6. To finish, read v. 20-24. Who is it that asks to see Jesus? Why 
does the author John wants us to know the inquirers weren’t 
Jewish? And how do you hear Jesus’ tone? What does this tell us 
Jesus knew would happen?

Take it Further
Tell Jesus thank you for His steadfast and willing obedience, and 

then ask God for the clarity and insight to see the circumstances of 
your life from His perspective rather than your own.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Proverbs 16:9  Day 4: Psalm 33:11
Day 2: Psalm 32:8           Day 5: Proverbs 3:5-6
Day 3: Isaiah 55:8-9           Day 6: Proverbs 19:21

Memory Verse: John 12:16
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