
What We Believe: Salvation       Tagg Wolverton

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week, Gateway’s Discipleship Pastor Tagg Wolverton continues 
our series What We Believe by walking us through God’s plan for 
salvation as revealed from the first book of the Bible (Genesis) to the 
last (Revelation). Our study for today, then, focuses on Ephesians 
2:1-10 where Paul gives a straight-forward explanation of our spiritual 
condition apart from Jesus and the lengths to which God has gone to 
restore our relationship with Him. To get the group started, have 
everyone share a time when they were shown forgiveness by a 
parent, coach, teacher, boss, etc. for something they did that 
should’ve brought punishment. How did it feel to be shown mercy? 
And what was your attitude toward the person who showed it to you?

BIG THOUGHT
Because we don’t have the ability to restore our

relationship with God by ourselves, God saves us by
His grace through Jesus’ death and resurrection.       

1. Read Ephesians 2:1. How does Paul describe the spiritual 
condition of the believers in Ephesus before they followed Jesus? 
Does that quick description of our condition without Jesus 
confirm your own experience? Seem too hopeless? Something 
else? Explain.

2. In verses 2-3, what does Paul give as three primary influences 
that are responsible for keeping us in disobedience to God? 
Which one would you say seems to have the most influence 
among the people that you’re around? Why do you think that is 
the case?

3. Now read v. 4-6. What are God’s foundational motivations for 
restoring a relationship with us? (v. 4) Does this description fit in 
with how our culture views God's feelings towards us? What 
imagery does Paul use to describe the way God brings us out of 
our spiritual state? (v. 5) And through what does He do it (hint: 
look in v.5b)? What is our spiritual position once we’ve been 
made alive in Christ? (v. 6)

4. Now read v. 7. What reason is given for God to do such an 
amazing act of restoration? How does this compare to Jesus’ 
words in Matthew 5:15-16? Does this make sense to you? Why 
or why not?

5. Read v. 8-10. What part do we play in restoring our relationship 
with God (hint: what do we have to do when someone offers us a 
gift?)? What is God’s part? And what is the reason that God has 
created us to be his “masterpieces” (v. 10)? How can it give you 
hope in your daily life to know that God has been preparing for 
you from “long ago”? Share with the group…

Take it Further
Take time to talk with God about your own spiritual condition - if 

you’ve already come to God through Jesus, then thank Him for giving 
you life through His grace. If not, make the choice to trust His work 

through Jesus (v. 8) to become His masterpiece (v. 10)! 

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Romans 10:9-10                           Day 4: Acts 4:12
Day 2: Acts 2:21              Day 5: Romans 5:21
Day 3: 1 Corinthians 15:22 Day 6: John 3:16-17

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10
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