
What We Believe: Jesus the Son        Matthew Cavin

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week’s guest speaker, Pastor Matthew Cavin, continues our 
sermon series What We Believe by helping us understand what the 
Bible says about Jesus and His nature, work, and ministry. The reality 
today is that most people in our culture arrive at their understanding 
of Jesus based on a mix of information that typically doesn’t include a 
biblical understanding, so today’s study will examine the first chapter 
of John as we walk through Jesus’ attributes as the Son of God. To 
get started, tell the group whether you’d rather hear about someone 
before you meet them (especially a boss, coach, teacher, etc.) or just 
meet them for yourself and make up your own mind? Why?
 

BIG THOUGHT
The Bible is clear that Jesus is equal with God and the foundational

underpinning of our universe - and because of that is able
to bring us into a relationship with God as His children.

    
1. Go ahead and read John 1:1-3. In these verses the author (John, 

one of Jesus’ disciples) describes Jesus as “the Word” - a Greek 
philosophical term referring to the underlying foundational 
principle holding the universe together. Why do you think John 
intentionally used the same wording in v. 1 that Genesis 1:1 
uses? What is he trying to convey? And what does it mean to you 
that Jesus was both with God and is God? (v. 2) Or that Jesus is 
at the center of the creation of our universe? Share your thoughts 
with the group…

2. Now read v. 4-5. What does John’s imagery of “life” and “light” 
reveal about who Jesus is and his mission? How did the 
darkness try to “extinguish” the light during Jesus’ ministry? (v. 5) 
Who or what tries to extinguish Jesus’ light today?

3. Read v. 9-11. After describing the role of John the baptizer, what 
does John the author describe as Jesus’ task? (v. 9) What truths 
about Jesus does our world today still choose to ignore about 
Jesus? (v. 10-11) Why do you think this is? Explain.

4. Now read v. 12-13. The word translated “believe” means to 
commit or entrust ourselves to someone else. How does our 
relationship with God change once we commit ourselves to 
following Jesus? (v. 12) What are some benefits that only 
children are able to experience with their parents? Who is 
ultimately responsible for our spiritual rebirth in Jesus? (v. 13) 

5. To finish, read v. 14-18. What significant characteristics do we 
learn about Jesus and His purpose in this final description? How 
does this passage confirm Jesus’ standing as God’s Son (and by 
so doing also confirm His deity)? Share your thoughts.

Take it Further
Take time to talk with God and thank Him for sending Jesus to allow 
us to become His children. Then think through the different areas of 
your life where you want to make Jesus more of your focus and in 

each area ask for His help to do just that!

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: John 10:30      Day 4: John 8:58
Day 2: Colossians 1:15-17             Day 5: Hebrews 13:8
Day 3: Ephesians 1:21-22    Day 6: Colossians 1:19-20

Memory Verse: John 1:14
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