
What We Believe: Hell   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we finish our series What We Believe, this week Pastor Don walks 
us through how the Bible addresses the reality of hell and it’s 
existence as the ultimate consequence of a person’s desire to reject 
God. It’s a tough topic for sure, but one that Jesus Himself addressed 
multiple times on multiple occasions in order to provide both a 
warning and an encouragement for His listeners to honestly evaluate 
their relationship with God. To get your group started, let everyone 
share about a time when they were confronted by a teacher, coach, 
boss, or friend about something they were doing that needed 
changing - how did it feel and what was their response?

BIG THOUGHT
When God describes the time of judgment that occurs for every

human being after death, He is very clear that our salvation
is based solely on our decision to become a follower of Jesus. 

1. Read John 1:12. What does this verse say is our part to play in 
beginning a familial relationship with God? The Greek word 
translated here as “believe” means to “entrust” or “depend upon” 
-  how is placing trust in someone different from simply believing 
that they are who they say they are? How does this verse confirm 
Galatians 4:6? And what does it mean to you that God desires 
you to become His son or daughter? Share your thoughts. 

2. One of the pictures the Bible uses when it mentions us being in a 
restored relationship with God is that our names are written down 
in a book (see Psalms 69:28). Read Luke 10:20. What does 
Jesus remind His disciples of here? Now read Philippians 4:2-3. 
What does Paul say his coworkers all share in common? (v. 3b) 

3. Now read Revelation 20:11-12. What does John (the disciple) 
see in his vision? (v. 11) How does this echo Daniel’s description 
of the same scene in Daniel 7:9-10? Which books in the 
Revelation passage are opened and examined as the basis for 
God’s judgement of the people? What are your feelings as you 
read this scene?

4. Now read v. 13-14. Where do all of the people come from? What 
is the basis of judgement? (v. 13) Which entities are thrown first 
into the lake of fire - what do you think this means? How does 
this scene compare to Jesus’ own teaching in Matthew 13:40-43? 

5. Read v. 15. Who else will be thrown into the lake of fire? How 
does this compare with Jesus’ description of hell as a place 
similar to Jerusalem’s fiery trash dump (named Gehenna or the 
Valley of Hinnom) in Mark 9:43-44? And what is ultimately the 
only criteria for judgement? (v. 15)

6. To finish, read John 3:16-17. What does Jesus say is God’s 
desire for all humanity? How does this affirm John 1:12 (our first 
verse)? How do both of these passages highlight our own 
responsibility for being reconciled to God through Jesus? Talk 
about it as a group…

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that, through trusting Jesus, He 

provides us with a clear way to be in a saving relationship with Him - 
and spared from eternal judgement. Then ask Him to give you the 

courage to share about Jesus with the people around you.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Romans 10:9-10                           Day 4: Acts 4:12
Day 2: Acts 2:21              Day 5: Romans 5:21
Day 3: 1 Corinthians 15:22 Day 6: John 3:16-17

Memory Verse: Revelation 20:15
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