
SHAPE: What Abilities has God given you?      Jeff Pruitt

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week Jeff Pruitt, Gateway’s Children and Young Families Pastor, 
continues leading us in our SHAPE message series to help us 
understand how God wants to use each of us in a way that lines up 
with our unique gifts and talents. Today’s focus is on our abilities, and 
in our passages for study we’ll see examples of God using what we 
may consider to be ordinary skills to accomplish extraordinary things 
as we allow Him to direct us. To start your conversation, let every 
group member share about a time when they first discovered they 
had a natural talent or ability that they didn’t know they had…

BIG THOUGHT
Although we may be tempted to take our natural abilities for

granted, God is clear that they are actually gifts from Him
that He enjoys using as resources for His Kingdom work.

  
1. One of the passages in the Bible where we see God specifically 

mention giving someone specific abilities is found in Exodus 
31:1-11. In this passage He’s giving directions to Moses on how 
to build the Tabernacle so He can live with the Israelites as they 
travel through the wilderness. Who does God name first, and 
what specific abilities has He given him? (v. 2-5) Who is named 
next and what is his role? (v. 6a) Who else does God mention 
and what are they to do? (v. 6b-11) Are you surprised at how 
specific God is? Why or why not? How can this encourage us 
when we’re tempted to compare ourselves to other people? 

2. For another example of people who served God at the 
Tabernacle (although this was much later in Israel’s history during 
King David’s time), read 1 Chronicles 6:31-32. What was their 
job? How do we know they did it well? (v. 32b) Why do you think 
it’s easier for us to do a good job when it lines up with our natural 
or learned abilities?  

3. Now read 2 Chronicles 34:9-13. Josiah, a king with a heart for 
God, decides to repair the temple in Jerusalem. How much work 
needed to be done? (v. 9-11) What do we learn about the ones 
who were involved in the project? (v. 12) What different roles 
were required? (v. 12-13) Which of the roles sounds more fun to 
you? Why?

4. While the previous passages have been about serving God in the 
Tabernacle or the temple, God doesn’t only gift us with abilities 
so we can use them at church. Read the description of Paul’s 
journey to Corinth in Acts 18:1-4. Who does Paul meet? (v.  2 
[read Romans 16:3-4 to see their later significance to Paul]) What 
job did all of them work? (v. 3) How did God use Paul’s abilities to 
give him the chance to share about Jesus? (v. 4) Has God ever 
used your abilities to open a way for you to tell others about Him? 
Share with the group if you can… 

5. To finish, read 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does this verse say 
needs to be our goal no matter what our abilities are? How does 
this standard help us make godly decisions for where we invest 
our time and talents?

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for the abilities He’s given you, and then 
ask Him to give you the wisdom to use each and every one of them 

for His glory.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Colossians 3:23-24   Day 4: 1 Corinthians 12:5-6
Day 2: Romans 12:11            Day 5: Exodus 28:2-3
Day 3: Ephesians 2:10        Day 6: 1 Corinthians 4:7

Memory Verses: Exodus 31:2-3
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