
SHAPE: How can God use your experiences?       Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Today Pastor Don shares the final message in our SHAPE series 
which has focused on the way God equips us with our Spiritual gifts, 
Heart-felt passions, Abilities, Personality, and Experiences so that we 
can serve God’s Kingdom work and the people around us in very 
unique and specific ways. In our study this week we’re going to take 
a look at a well-known figure in the Old Testament and see how God 
placed him in situations that would provide him with critical 
experiences in preparation for the later role God had for him. To 
begin your group’s conversations, let everyone tell about an 
experience they had that later became instrumental in shaping their 
life…were they aware at the time of how significant it would become?  

BIG THOUGHT
God wants to use all of our past experiences, both good

and bad, easy and difficult, to prepare us to serve Him and
the people around us in His Kingdom work.

  
1. Our focus this week will be on examining the experiences Elisha 

gained while assisting the prophet Elijah after God connects 
them at an especially low point in Elijah’s life (see 1 Kings 19:1-2 
for context). How would you describe the prophet Elijah’s mindset 
in 1 Kings 19:9-14? Depressed? Angry? Confused? Something 
else? How is Elisha part of God’s reassurance to Elijah? (v. 
15-18) Have you ever been God’s answer to someone else’s 
need in the way that Elisha was? Share with the group…

2. Now read v. 19-21. What was Elisha doing when Elijah found 
him? (v. 19) What did Elisha call his family together to do before 
he left to follow Elijah? (v. 20-21) How do we find out the depth of 
Elisha’s commitment to Elijah? (v. 21) Why is it important for us to 
fully commit when God puts us in new circumstances to teach us 
new things?

3. One major experience Elisha walked through with Elijah was 
watching him fulfill his prophetic role with the evil King Ahab. 
(read 1 Kings 21:1-16) What does Elijah do? (v. 17-26) What 
would you have thought if you were Elisha watching Elijah 
confront the King in this way? What eventually happens? (v. 
27-29)

4. Another significant experience for Elisha is when Elijah deals with 
King Ahaziah in 2 Kings 1:1-17. What specific miraculous events 
occur? (v. 3, 10, 12, 16) In what ways would this episode have 
bolstered Elisha’s faith and confidence in God?

5. In 2 Kings 2 we see the end of Elijah’s ministry. (v. 1-12) What 
miracle happens immediately afterward with Elisha? (v. 13-14) 
Now read 2 Kings 3:9-20. Who is Elisha dealing with? How do 
you think his previous experience guided him here? Explain your 
thoughts.

6. To finish, read 2 Kings 4:8-37. What miracle does Elisha perform 
in v. 15-17? What about in v. 32-36? How do you think Elisha’s 
experiences with Elijah gave him confidence to be a conduit for 
the Lord’s presence and power in these events? 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for all the experiences of your life (even 

the hard ones!) and ask Him to use all of them for His work in the 
world.

Daily Verse Readings
Day 1: Romans 8:28     Day 4: 2 Corinthians 1:6-7
Day 2: Genesis 50:20            Day 5: Romans 5:3-5
Day 3: 1 Peter 1:6-7  Day 6: James 1:2-3

Memory Verse: 1 Kings 19:21
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