
Caring for the Vulnerable    Jeff Pruitt

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This Sunday, November 8th, Gateway is participating with other 
churches in a worldwide focus to highlight how Jesus’ followers can 
offer practical care to orphaned children. Orphans are among some 
of the most vulnerable members of our community, and in the Bible 
we find that God considers our willingness to care for them as much 
of an indicator of our spiritual maturity as our personal holiness. As it 
says in James 1:27: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  To get your 
groups’ conversation started, let group members share about any 
experience they’ve had in ministering to children in need either here 
in the US or abroad.

BIG THOUGHT 
God makes it very clear that we have a responsibility

to show compassion to others as a result of our
gratitude to Jesus for showing His compassion to us.

Dig
1. Read 1 John 3:16. How do we know what real love is? What 

does John say in the second half of the verse this should mean 
for us now? And what are some realistic, practical ways we can 
demonstrate this kind of self-sacrificial love?

2. What example does John give in v. 17 to highlight what he 
means in v. 16b? Have you ever struggled with knowing the right 
way to show compassion to someone who’s obviously in need? 
What happened? Would you handle it the same way today or 
take a different approach? Talk it over with the group…

3. Read v. 18-20. Give examples of how we can move beyond 
words into action when it comes to loving others. How can 
fostering, adopting, or supporting an on-site ministry like 
Operation Christmas Child or Compassion International help us 
be obedient to this? And what is one result of loving someone 
through action rather than just talking about it? (v. 19)

4. Now read Matthew 25:31-40. What will Jesus say to those on His 
right (the sheep) at the end of human history? Why will this group 
be blessed? (v. 35-36) Why do you think Jesus highlights that His 
followers will be unaware of the significance of their acts of mercy 
- what might He be implying about their/our motivation?

5. To finish, read Proverbs 19:17. When we help those in poverty, 
who does this verse say will actually take responsibility for what 
happens? How should this free us to be even more generous 
than we may be initially?

Take it Further
Talk with God about how He would like for you to be involved in 

bringing practical help to children in need, and if today’s discussion 
has stirred your heart be sure to follow up by attending Gateway’s 

upcoming fostering/adopting informational meetings (see 
gatewaybc.com/upcomingevents) or by visiting Compassion.com or 

OperationChristmasChild.com.

Daily Readings
Day 1: Proverbs 28:27 Day 4: Galatians 6:2
Day 2: Matthew 7:12   Day 5: 1 John 3:17
Day 3: Zechariah 7:9           Day 6: Romans 12:13

Memory Verse: 1 John 3:16
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