
Creating Margin: Making a Difference   Pastor Don Brock

Discussion Guide
Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 

you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we continue in the Old Testament book of Nehemiah in our 
Creating Margin series, this week Pastor Don focuses on the 
importance of staying diligent as we work toward completing 
whatever task God has given us to do. In the sixth chapter of 
Nehemiah we learn that Nehemiah and his team finished rebuilding 
the wall around Jerusalem in only 52 days, but on almost every step 
of the way they faced opposition, intimidation, and even the threat of 
attack. In spite of this, however, they were able to persevere and 
finish. To get your group started let everyone share about a huge 
project or task they faced and whether they found the challenge 
energizing, threatening, or a little of both…

BIG THOUGHT 
When God places us in a position where we face a 

daunting challenge, it’s an opportunity for us to exercise our
faith by both working hard and relying on Him for the outcome.

Dig
1. Another passage in the Bible where we see someone facing a 

tough challenge is in 2 Timothy where Paul is encouraging his 
apprentice Timothy. Read 2 Timothy 1:13-15. What two things 
does Paul expressly tell Timothy to do?  (v. 13-14) Why? (v.15) 
Have you ever been responsible for trying to lead in an 
environment that was becoming more and more difficult? What 
happened?

2. Now read 2 Timothy 2:1-2. Where does Paul tell Timothy to find 
his strength? (v. 1) What else does Paul encourage Timothy to 
do? (v. 2) How does this course of action echo Nehemiah’s in 
Nehemiah 2:13-18? Do you like to work in a team or on your 
own? Explain.

3. Continue to read v. 3-7. In what ways do each of Paul’s three 
illustrations speak to the value of perseverance and diligence in 
completing their task? Be specific for each of the roles he 
mentions, and notice the unique characteristic of the farmer’s 
reward (v. 6)… what do you think Paul is saying the result of 
Timothy’s faithfulness will be?

4. Now read v. 8-10. What needs to remain at the forefront of our 
motivation? (v. 8) How does this specifically work for Paul? (v. 10) 
If you were Timothy, would you have been encouraged to hear 
Paul spell out his own motivation for continuing to persevere? 
Share your thoughts with the group.

5. To finish, read Paul’s final charge to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 
How would you feel if you received this challenge - nervous? 
Intimidated? Energized? And what does the fact that we’re 
reading the book of 2 Timothy today tell us about how well 
Timothy fulfilled his ministry? (v. 5b) 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that He wants to accomplish unique and 
significant things through you (see Ephesians 2:10). Then ask for His 

strength and wisdom so that you can persevere and fulfill your 
purpose just like Timothy!

Daily Readings
Day 1: James 1:12          Day 4: Philippians 4:13
Day 2: Romans 12:12           Day 5: Hebrews 12:11
Day 3: 2 Thessalonians 3:13              Day 6: Galatians 6:9

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2:15
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