
Love Like That 2 - Approachable      Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Today we continue in our Love Like That series which highlights how 
we can follow Jesus’ example in showing love to the people around 
us. In this week’s message, Pastor Don focuses on how we can keep 
ourselves approachable so that everyone, no matter their personal 
history or choices, knows that we’re open to connect with them. The 
passage for today is Luke 7:36-50 where Jesus interacts with a 
woman who had a widespread reputation due to her scandalous 
past, so to get started let everyone share examples of the role 
they’ve seen social media play in developing someone’s reputation. 
(Note: if you’re interested in viewing the Love Like That RightNow 
Media series, just go to www.gatewaybc.com and select ‘RightNow 
Media’ under the ‘Sermons & Media’ tab at the top of the page to 
create an account.)

BIG THOUGHT
If we want to love others the way Jesus did, we will

remain open and approachable to people 
from all different backgrounds and experiences.

Dig
1. Read Luke 7:36-38. Who invited Jesus to dinner? (v. 36) What 

did one woman do when she heard where Jesus was going to be 
that night? (v. 37-38) If you had been at the dinner, what would 
you have thought when the woman washed Jesus’ feet - 
embarrassed for her? Confused? Uncomfortable? Moved? 
Something else?

2. What did the Pharisee say to himself about what the woman did? 
(v. 39) Why do you think he saw Jesus’ response as something 
that made him doubt Jesus’ own character? Have you ever 
doubted whether God would really want to help someone who 
created their own mess? Explain.

3. What do you think Simon expected Jesus’ response to be when 
they first start talking in v. 40? What about after Jesus gave his 
illustration in v. 41-42? How do you hear Simon’s tone in v. 43? In 
what ways do you think Jesus was challenging Simon’s view of 
God’s love? Explain.

4. Read v. 44-46. How did Jesus contrast Simon’s display of love 
and hospitality to the woman’s? What did He say was the 
difference in motivation? (v. 47)

5. Read v. 48. Do you think the woman’s actions led to her sins 
being forgiven or was it because her sins were forgiven that she 
acted the way she did? How can confusing the two (actions and 
motivations) lead us to develop a legalistic attitude? Explain your 
thoughts. 

6. How did the other guests react to Jesus’ forgiveness of the 
woman? (v. 49) Do you think their tone was condemnatory or 
were they honestly wondering? Why?

7. Read v. 50. What reason does Jesus give for the forgiveness of 
the woman’s sins? And what does He tell her to do? How can our 
approachability help others find God’s peace for themselves? 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for allowing you to come to Him with all 
of your messes(!), and ask Him to give you the wisdom and courage 
to stay open to others so they can discover His peace through you. 

Daily Readings
Day 1: John 1:12     Day 4: Isaiah 1:18
Day 2: Matthew 19:14      Day 5: Luke 15:1
Day 3: 1 Peter 3:8       Day 6: Matthew 11:28-29

Memory Verse:  Luke 7:47
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