
How’s Your ‘Want To’?           Jeff Pruitt

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In today’s message, Children and Young Families Pastor Jeff Pruitt 
walks us through Jesus’ teaching on the good Samaritan to 
encourage us that Jesus’ point wasn’t that His hearers (and us) need 
to be told what we should do when we see someone in need - 
instead, His goal is to get us to have hearts full of compassion that 
move us to act when we see how we can help someone. As your 
group starts today’s study, go around the room and let all the group 
members share about someone who showed compassion to them - 
whether it was a hugely significant act or a small gesture of 
kindness…

BIG THOUGHT
Jesus wants us to be His ambassadors to reach out

 in compassion with God’s love through our
actions to the people around us

Dig
1. Our passage for today is found in 1 John 3. Read v. 10b-12. 

What does John (the author) say is the surest sign that someone 
is not in a restored relationship with God? (v. 10b) Why? (v. 11) 
Why do you think John uses Cain as a negative example to 
highlight the importance of being loving to others? Explain. 

2. Now read v. 13-15. In what ways can displaying God’s love bring 
conviction to people who aren’t in a relationship with Him? (v. 13) 
Have you ever seen this kind of response toward someone who 
was following Jesus? What happened? And what does John say 
is the clear sign that we’re in a relationship with God? (v. 14) Why 
do you think John equates hatred with murder? (v. 15)

3. Read v. 16. What is to be the basis for how we define love? And 
how is that love to show up in our own lives? Have group 
members come up with practical examples of what “laying down 
our life” means in our day-to-day relationships.

4. Now read v. 17-18. How does John practically apply what love 
should look like in v. 17? Have you ever helped someone in this 
way? What happened? And what is the general principle? (v. 18) 

5. Read v. 19. Rephrase this verse in your own words. Have you 
ever had a time when you felt doubt or worry about your 
relationship with God? How can looking at the facts of the 
changes God has made in your life (like becoming more loving) 
provide you with reassurance? How does this verse fit with 
Galatians 5:22-23?

6. To finish, read James 1:22-25. Make a list of all the different 
areas of your life (home, job, hobbies, etc,). What can you do to 
show love to the people in these relationships and become a 
blessed “doer” of God’s Word?

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for showing true love by sending Jesus 
to lay down His life for us. Then pray through the details of your day 
and ask Him to highlight ways you can demonstrate that same self-

sacrificing love in your relationships.
Daily Readings

Day 1: Hebrews 13:1-2                  Day 4: 1 John 4:7
Day 2: Romans 12:10     Day 5: 1 Peter 4:8 
Day 3: John 15:12            Day 6: Luke 10:36-37

Memory Verses: 1 John 3:16
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