
How Do I Know God Loves Me?       Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In this week’s message Pastor Don explains to us how we can have 
confidence in God’s compassionate love and concern for each one of 
us. And while at times we may struggle to believe such wonderful 
news, our questioning doesn’t affect the reality of His love any more 
than our questioning the reality of the sun can keep it from shining! In 
today’s study we’ll be examining how Jesus confirms the marvelous 
truth of God’s pursuing love for us, so to get your group started let 
group members think of someone they love dearly and share how 
they show love to that person…

BIG THOUGHT
Jesus lets us know that God will go to tremendous

lengths to bring us into a restored
relationship with Him! 

Dig
1. The passage we’re studying today recounts parables that Jesus 

told in Luke 15 to help us understand the depth of God’s love for 
us. Read Luke 15:1-2. As Jesus’ ministry grew, His sphere of 
influence broadened as well. Tax collectors (who worked for the 
occupying Romans) and people who weren’t connected to the 
Jewish synagogue were coming to listen, and the Pharisees and 
scribes noticed. What were the religious leaders’ two main 
complaints? (v. 2) What does this show about the focus of Jesus’ 
ministry? 

2. Now read v. 3-7. What is the response of the shepherd and his 
friends when he finds the one lost sheep? (v. 5-6) What does this 
tell us about how God sees us? What do you think you would 
have felt if you were one of the “sinners” listening to Jesus tell 
this story? What if you were one of the religious leaders?

3. Read v. 8-10. How do you respond when you lose something 
valuable (like the woman in the story)? What is her and her 
friends’ response when she finally finds the coin? (v. 9) Why do 
you think Jesus shifts in this second example from a comparative 
value (one sheep versus 99) to the value of just the one coin 
alone - how does this speak to the way God values us as 
individuals?

4. Now read v. 11-24, and note that Jesus’ listeners would’ve 
understood that the younger son’s request for his inheritance 
while his father was still alive showed that the son placed more 
value on the inheritance than the relationship with his father. 
What physical need becomes the turning point for the son? (v. 
17) And what is he prepared to do? (v. 18-19) What ends up 
happening? (v. 20-24) Why do you think Jesus showed that the 
younger son’s rehearsed apology wasn’t necessary? 

5. Read v. 25-32 to finish. How does the older son miss the point of 
the father’s joy? (v. 28-30) In what ways is the older son in the 
story like the Pharisees and scribes who were in the crowd 
listening? How can we miss out on experiencing God’s 
committed love for us if we think we have to earn it? (see v. 29) 
How have these parables helped you more fully understand 
God’s pursuing love for you? Explain.

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that He loves us so much that He 

pursues us - then ask Him to help you to join Him as a worker in His 
search (see Luke 10:2)!

Daily Readings
Day 1: Romans 5:8      Day 4: John 3:16
Day 2: 1 John 4:10           Day 5: Jeremiah 29:11
Day 3: Galatians 2:20  Day 6: Psalm 86:15

Memory Verse: Luke 15:10
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