
Last Words        Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week Pastor Don takes a look at Revelation 20:11-15 which 
describes the final judgment of all humanity as each person comes 
before the throne of God. It’s a sobering scene, and the author John 
tells us that it will be such an incredible display of power that even 
the earth and sky will want to run but can “find no place to hide.” (v. 
11) Jesus Himself talked about that day, and warned His listeners to 
be careful so that they will be ready for that divine appointment. In 
our passage for study today we see that Jesus warns us against 
being deceived by others or ourselves, so to get your group’s 
conversation started let everyone share - what kind of inner alarm (if 
you have one) usually alerts you to the fact that a person might be a 
phony?

BIG THOUGHT
Jesus doesn’t want us to be deceived by predatory spiritual leaders 
or by the success of our religious activities. Instead, we need to find 

assurance of our salvation based on our willing obedience to God.

Dig
1. The passage we’re studying is found in Matthew 7 which is at the 

end of Jesus’ longest sermon - the Sermon on the Mount. Read 
v. 15. Who does Jesus say we should beware of? How are they 
disguised? Can their disguise ultimately change their true 
nature? Have you ever experienced or known about a situation 
where unhealthy or predatory people were in positions of spiritual 
influence? Share with the group.

2. Now read v. 16-18. What criteria are we to use to help us see 
false prophets (deceptive spiritual leaders) for what they really 
are? How can the simplicity of Jesus’ analogy in 16b help us feel 
confident as we’re trying to discern whether someone is 
trustworthy or not?

3. Read v. 19-20. What end awaits the “tree” (spiritual leader) who 
doesn’t produce good fruit? Does this seem harsh or extreme to 
you? Why or why not? Why do you think Jesus repeats His point 
again in v. 20? How comfortable do you feel in trying to discern  
other people’s motives?

4. Now read v. 21. Do you think Jesus is talking about the false 
teachers here or is He directly addressing His listeners? What 
does He say is the ultimate proof of whether someone is a true 
follower? (v. 21b) Have you ever known a person who claimed to 
be a follower of Jesus but their actions didn’t line up? Have you 
ever been that person during a period of your life? Share what 
happened if you can…

5. Read v. 22-23. What things will many people claim as proof of 
their good standing with Jesus? And what will be His response? 
(v. 23) What does this say about the trustworthiness of signs and 
miracles alone as evidence of someone’s connection with Jesus? 
And how do you hear Jesus’ tone in this passage - heartbroken? 
Angry? Something else?

Take it Further
Ask God to give you discernment about others as well as your own 

heart, too. Then ask Him to grow good fruit from your life as you 
follow Him in obedience.

Daily Readings
Day 1: Revelation 20:15 Day 4: Romans 6:23
Day 2: Hebrews 9:27 Day 5: Psalm 32:1-2
Day 3: John 3:17   Day 6: Romans 8:1

Memory Verses: Matthew 7:21
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