
Family - Surviving or Thriving?           Jeff Pruitt
  Leading our Children

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Today we start a new series to help us understand more about how 
God desires us to live and show love in our family relationships. In 
this first message, Jeff Pruitt, Gateway’s Children and Young Families 
Pastor, talks through what it means for us to provide spiritual 
leadership for the children that God has placed in our care. While our 
culture wants everything to be quick and easy, the truth is that there 
aren’t any shortcuts or quick and easy ways to nurture faith in our 
children. The Bible, however, provides several principles and tools 
that parents can adopt as they strive to pass on their faith, and in 
today’s study we’ll be examining a passage that gives clear guidance 
for helping our children follow God. So to get your group started, let 
everyone share what spiritual leading or nurture they received when 
they were young… 

BIG THOUGHT
God’s desire is for us to be the primary nurturers of the faith

 of our children, and He wants us to do so by weaving the truth
of His goodness into our everyday life with them. 

Dig

1. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-2. What did God direct Moses to teach 
the Israelites? Why were they to learn them? And what was the 
promised outcome? (v. 2b) How are knowing and obeying God 
directly related to the path our life takes? Why? Explain your 
thoughts.

2. Now read v. 3. What will happen if the Israelites remain steadfast  
as they follow God? What comes to your mind when you read the 
description of the land to which God was leading them? How 
would you describe what God’s blessings look like for us today if 
we are “careful to follow” His instructions?

3. Read v. 4-6. What is the foundational truth that Israel was 
commanded to know? (v. 4) How is this truth a critical and 
defining difference from our current “anything goes” culture? How 
was Israel told to love the Lord? (v. 5) What does that mean to 
you? And where are the commandments of the Lord to reside? 
(v. 6) How difficult is it for you to be remember Scripture?

4. Now read v. 7-9. What methods are parents to use teach their 
children about God?  (v. 7) How readily available is God’s Word 
to be? (6:8-9) What are some ways we can build God’s Word into 
our family life today? (Note: Be sure to take enough time with this 
question so that group members can share their ideas …)

5. To finish, read v. 20-25. What are the Israelites told to tell their 
children when they’re asked about the importance of following 
God? (v. 20-23) What experiences have you yourself had in 
seeing God’s faithfulness that could help your children establish 
their faith? Let everyone share what comes to mind. And finally, 
what do we gain by following God? (v. 24-25) Why is it important 
for our children to know that following God brings blessings? 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for His faithfulness to you, and then ask 
Him to help you recognize and capitalize on every opportunity to help 

your children develop their own faith in Him.

Daily Readings
Day 1: 2 Timothy 1:5             Day 4: Matthew 18:5
Day 2: Psalm 127:3       Day 5: Proverbs 6:20-21
Day 3: Proverbs 4:3-4 Day 6: Joshua 4:4-7

Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:7
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