
Family - Surviving or Thriving? Tagg Wolverton
  Communication

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we continue in our sermon series to help us understand more 
about how God desires us to live and show love in our family and 
significant relationships, Tagg Wolverton, Gateway’s Discipleship 
Pastor, looks at how we can communicate in ways that will 
encourage those around us to become all that God has created them 
to be. It should come as no surprise that the things we say and the 
way we speak to those closest to us can bring either hurt or healing, 
so today our study will take a look at James 3:1-12 which reminds us 
of the incredible power that resides in what we say. To get your group 
started, let group members share (if they can) about a time when 
they saw circumstances change because of what someone said.

BIG THOUGHT
God, Who created all that exists by His Words, wants

us to understand that what we say has the potential
to cause great harm if we allow it.

Dig

1. To get started, read James 3:1-2. The author (James, the half 
brother of Jesus) suggests that people should not pursue being 
teachers in the church - why not? (v. 1b) What “stumbling” is 
James especially concerned about? (v. 2) Can you think of an 
example where a spiritual leader ran into trouble because of what 
they said? What happened?

2. Now read v. 3-4. What illustrations does James point out to help 
us understand how important our words are? Can you think of 
other examples of small things that determine big outcomes? 
Have you ever seen someone say just a few words that ended up 
having a huge impact (either for good or bad)? Explain.

3. Read v. 5-6. What is James’ final example in this section to help 
us understand the power of the tongue? (v. 5) What is it capable 
of? (v. 6) What do you think he means by saying that we can set 
the course of our life on fire with what we say?

4. Now read v. 7-8. What things in the natural world do we seem to 
be able to control better than ourselves? (v. 7) Have you ever 
observed how words can “poison” a relationship? Do you think 
we can make an application to our current experience of social 
media? 

5. Read v. 9-12. What ultimate example does James note that 
highlights our failure to understand and control our tongue? (v. 
9-10) What examples does he give in the natural order to show 
how unnatural our behavior is? (v. 11-12) Why do you think 
James focuses so heavily on the negative consequences of what 
we say? Do you think everyone has a problem controlling what 
they say or is it more tied in to temperament and personality? 
Explain your thoughts.

Take it Further
Talk with God, and ask Him to give you wisdom and self-control so 

that the things you say will reflect the truth of Proverbs 16:24 - 
“Pleasant words are a honeycomb: sweet to the taste and health to 

the body.” 

Daily Readings
Day 1: Proverbs 15:1  Day 4: Psalm 19:14
Day 2: Ephesians 4:29 Day 5: 1 Thessalonians 5:11
Day 3: Proverbs 25:11           Day 6: Matthew 12:36

Memory Verse: Proverbs 16:24
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