
Blessed to Be a Blessing     Ronald Flynn

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In this week’s sermon, Executive Pastor Ronald Flynn reminds us 
that even though God can communicate his love to the world through 
any means, He chooses to do this work today primarily through those 
of us who are following Jesus. In our passage for study, 2 Corinthians 
5:11-21, the apostle Paul teaches that each one of us is to serve as 
God’s ambassador and bring His message of reconciliation to the 
world so that people everywhere can experience a restored 
relationship with Him. To get your group time started, then, let 
members share - who served as Christ’s ambassador to them when 
they first started considering the claims of Jesus?

BIG THOUGHT
If we’re following Jesus, we have the privilege and responsibility

 to serve as God’s ambassadors and share the message
of what He’s done through Jesus with the people around us.

1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:11. What does Paul give as a foundational 
reason for persuading others to follow Christ? (v. 11) And what 
approach does he take? (v. 11b) How do you think our openness 
with the people around us can help them more easily see the 
truth about Jesus?

2. Now read v. 14-15. What other motivation does Paul give for 
sharing the message? (v. 14a) What effect should Jesus’ 
sacrifice have on us? (v. 15) Talk as a group to come up with real 
world examples of how living for Jesus should affect our life 
choices… 

3. Read v. 16. What do you think Paul means by a purely “human” 
knowledge of Jesus? How would you explain the difference 
between knowing Jesus through faith and merely knowing about 
Him? 

4. Read v. 17-18. What does this verse say is true about every 
person who chooses to follow Jesus? (v. 17)  What “old things” in 
your life have passed away (if you’ve chosen to follow Jesus)? 
What “new things” have you noticed? Who is responsible for 
making this happen? How? (v. 18a) What responsibility does our 
experience with Jesus give us regarding other people? (v. 18b)

5. Read v. 19. How does Paul sum up the “message of 
reconciliation”? How does it make you feel that you have a 
personal responsibility to share the truth of God’s work through 
Jesus with the people around you - nervous? Excited? Hopeful? 
Something else? Explain.

6. Now read v. 20-21. In Paul’s day, a Roman ambassador spoke 
for the Empire itself and carried great authority (as well as 
responsibility) to make sure the message was proclaimed. On 
whose behalf are we now to “plead”? (v. 20) And what is to be 
our message? (v. 21) Talk with your group about one person you 
can share that message with this week.

Take it Further
If you’re a follower of Jesus, thank God for the person (or people) 
who served as His ambassadors to bring you His message - and 

then ask Him to give you the courage to take every opportunity to do 
the same for the people around you.

Daily Readings
Day 1: Acts 1:8     Day 4: Matthew 5:16
Day 2: 1 Peter 3:15           Day 5: Colossians 4:6
Day 3: Romans 1:16      Day 6: Matthew 28:19-20

Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:20
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