
Memorial Day   Inspector General, USAF; Colonel 
(Ret) Tony West

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week’s Memorial Day remembrance of our military personnel 
who gave their lives for the sake of our country is a valuable 
opportunity for reflection as it reminds us of both the brevity and the 
impact of our lives. The Bible is very clear that our time here on earth 
is limited, and over and over again God encourages us to follow Him 
in faith so that we can have the satisfaction of knowing we’re fulfilling 
the purposes for which we were created (see Ephesians 2:10). Today 
we’ll be examining the life of King David to see how God’s 
faithfulness accomplished amazing things in his life even when David 
(like us!) made less than perfect choices. To get your group's 
conversation started, let members share about a person they know 
who’s clearly living out God’s purpose for their lives…

BIG THOUGHT
When we choose to follow Jesus we not only change our destiny
after our lives here on earth are finished (see John 14:2), but we

will also experience the earthly purpose for which God created us. 

   
1. Read 1 Samuel 17:34-37 (for the fuller context read 17:1-33). As 

the youngest of his brothers, what was David’s job for the family? 
(v. 34) And what did that role require? (v. 35) How did David see 
God working in his life? (v. 37) When would you say you first 
became aware of God? How did it start? Share with the group. 
What ended up happening in David’s confrontation with Goliath? 
(v. 50) And what was the result? (1 Samuel 18:5)

2. After he defeated Goliath, David’s life became difficult because 
Saul (Israel’s king at the time) was jealous and tried to get him 
killed. Read 1 Samuel 18:12-17 and 18:28-30. How did Saul plan 
to get rid of David? What happened instead? (v. 30) How does 
this illustrate the truth that nobody can hinder the plans God has 
for us?

3. After Saul is killed in battle, the tribes of Israel came together. 
Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5. At this point in Israel’s history Saul has 
been killed. Of what do the people remind David? (v. 2b) How old 
was David at this time, and how many years in total does he end 
up reigning? (v. 4) How patient are you when it comes to waiting 
on God to fulfill His promises in your life? Explain.

4. Read 2 Samuel 11:1-27. What should David have been doing 
instead of staying home? (v. 1) How does David’s solution mirror 
Saul’s attempt to kill David when he was younger (see Question 
2)? What were the results of David’s choice? (see 11:2 through 
12:14 ) Now read Psalm 51:1-4. How does repentance allow us 
to continue to stay on God’s path for us?

5. To finish, read Acts 13:36. What does this verse (which is part of 
a larger sermon by Paul) tell us about David’s life? Do you have 
confidence that the same could be said about your life? Why or 
why not? What would need to change for this to be true for you?

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that He has created you to achieve 

significant and unique purposes with your life - then ask Him to give 
you the courage to follow Him in obedience as He leads you on the 

path of fulfilling them!

Daily Readings
Day 1: Psalm 138:8            Day 4: Ephesians 1:4
Day 2: Ephesians 2:10           Day 5: Jeremiah 29:11
Day 3: Romans 8:28        Day 6: Job 42:2

Memory Verse: Acts 13:36
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