
The Book of Acts - Chapter 2:1-21 Tagg Wolverton

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Today we continue in our summer series in the book of Acts, and our 
passage for this week is Acts 2:1-21 where we see the Holy Spirit 
come to those early followers of Jesus in a display of supernatural 
power. For those who were present (including the crowd outside who 
came to see what was going on), it was undeniable that something 
miraculous was occurring, so to get your group started let members 
share if they’ve ever had a time when they felt God’s presence in a 
very real and tangible way. What were the circumstances and what 
happened?

BIG THOUGHT
God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 shows that

He will equip us so that we can accomplish
the tasks He asks us to do.

   
1. Read Acts 2:1. What day is it on the Jewish calendar when these 

events occur? Read Deuteronomy 16:9-10 to learn more about 
Pentecost (also called the Feast of Weeks). How many weeks 
had passed between Jesus' crucifixion (which occurred during 
Passover) and the events of Acts 2? (Deut. 16:9) With Jesus 
having been crucified due to charges of treason, do you think His 
followers in Jerusalem would have still been nervous about 
continuing repercussions from the ruling officials? Why or why 
not?

2. Read Acts 2:2-3. What sound do the people hear? And what do 
they see? Now read Job 38:1 and Exodus 3:1-4. Why do you 
think God wanted the Spirit’s presence in Acts 2 to be consistent 
with the other pictures of His presence that we see in the Old 
Testament? 

3. Now read Act 2:4-6. What are the believers able to do after they 
are filled with the Holy Spirit? What is the response of the larger 
crowd once they hear what is going on? And how do we know 
that the languages being spoken were all recognizable to the 
people? (v. 6) How does this miracle affirm Jesus’ instructions to 
the disciples in Acts 1:8? And how can this encourage us as we 
seek to be obedient to what Jesus asks us to do in our own lives 
today?

4. Read 2:7-13. How many different nationalities does Luke list? 
And what were the disciples talking about in these languages? (v. 
11) How does this further confirm that its God’s Spirit who is 
enabling this miracle? And how do the people respond? (v. 
12-13) How is this similar to the way people respond to Jesus 
today? 

5. To finish, read 2:14-21. Who addresses the crowd? What 
mistaken idea does he immediately dispel? (v. 15) Read through 
Peter’s quote from Joel - what parts of the prophecy happened 
on that day? Which parts are still to come? What do you think 
Peter wanted his listeners to understand? Would you have been 
terrified, excited, confused, or something else if you had been 
there? Explain.

Take it Further
Talk with God and ask Him to keep you open to the work of the Holy 
Spirit in your life so that He can equip you for the work God’s called 

you to do!

Daily Readings
Day 1: Acts 1:8      Day 4: John 16:7
Day 2: John 14:26              Day 5: Romans 8:14
Day 3: Matthew 3:11      Day 6: Matthew 28:19-20

Memory Verse: Acts 2:17
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