
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
 Chapter 2:22-41

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Our passage for study today is Acts 2:22-41 which records the 
message Peter preached immediately after God brought the Holy 
Spirit to the first followers of Jesus in an amazing display of power 
(read Acts 2:1-21). The commotion drew a crowd of people who were 
in Jerusalem for the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, and Peter seizes the 
opportunity to help them connect the miracles they’ve just witnessed 
to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection that had taken place only seven 
weeks earlier. To get your group started, let everyone share whether 
they prefer being called on to give a presentation with no warning 
(like Peter in our passage) or have a significant amount of time to 
prepare. Why?

BIG THOUGHT
We need to take every opportunity we’re given to share

about Jesus in a way that helps our listeners take
 a step of faith with clarity and commitment.

   
1. Read Acts 2:22. Who makes up the majority of the crowd that 

gathers outside the house? (v. 22a) What does Peter point to as 
proof of Jesus’ authenticity? Why do you think Peter can be 
certain that these men knew about Jesus’ life and ministry? (v. 
22b - see John 3:2)

2. Now read 2:23-24. How does Peter explain Jesus’ sacrifice? (v. 
23) What did Peter mean by saying that the leaders “used 
lawless people”? (see John 18:28-40) And what does he say is 
the result of Jesus’ resurrection? (v. 24a) What do you think you 
would have thought if you were there listening and heard that 
Jesus “ended” the pain of death? Explain your thoughts.

3. Now read v. 25-31. What is Peter trying to get his listeners to 
understand about the meaning of this passage from Psalms in 
the Old Testament? What does he focus on in v. 31? How does 
this speak to the importance of Jesus’ resurrection being an 
actual, physical resurrection rather than just some type of 
manifestation of His spirit or a mass hallucination?

4. Read v. 32-36. What is the basis of Peter’s claims? (v. 32) To 
where did Jesus ascend when He left the disciples, and what is 
the result? (v. 33) Why is it critically important for us to recognize 
both our own guilt as well as Jesus’ standing with God when we 
come to Him in repentance? (v. 36)

5. To finish, read v. 37-41. How does the crowd respond when Peter 
finishes? (v. 37) What does Peter tell them to do? (v. 38) To 
whom does God offer salvation? (v. 39) How does this echo 
Jesus’ commission in Acts 1:8? How many people responded 
that day to Peter’s message? (v. 41) And what characteristics of 
Peter’s sermon should we model when we talk to people about 
Jesus? Try to be as specific as you can… 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for the person who first told you about 

Jesus, and then ask Him to give you the courage to share with 
someone in your life who needs to hear about Him, too!

Daily Readings
Day 1: Matthew 28:19-20      Day 4: 2 Corinthians 5:20
Day 2: Romans 10:9-10    Day 5: Acts 17:1-3
Day 3: John 5:24      Day 6: John 14:6

Memory Verse: Acts 2:36
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