
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
 Chapter 3:1-16

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As we continue to walk together through the book of Acts, this week 
we come to the miracle recorded in Acts 3:1-16. To help understand 
the passage it’s important to know that there were three foundations 
of the Jewish faith - knowing the scriptures, attending worship, and 
giving to the poor. Since these activities were part of the regular 
rhythm of faith, beggars often chose a visible location at the Temple 
to ask for alms as people were on their way to worship. As we’ll see 
in today’s passage, when the disciples Peter and John cross paths 
with one of these desperate souls it becomes an opportunity for the 
Holy Spirit to demonstrate His power - and in so doing creates an 
opening for the disciples to share about what God has done through 
Jesus. To get your group’s conversation started, let everyone share 
whether they would rather help people by means of a charitable 
organization or by getting involved directly - why?

BIG THOUGHT
If we’ll keep our eyes open for opportunities, God

will use us as His hands and feet to bring healing and
wholeness to the people around us in desperate need.

   
1. Read Acts 3:1-2. Where were Peter and John going and why? 

(3:1) Who was being carried to the temple gate? (3:2) How long 
had he been crippled? Why did he want to spend every day at 
the gate? How do you think you would feel if you were in his 
situation? Share your thoughts.

2. Now read 3:3-5. What did the beggar do when he saw Peter and 
John approaching? (v. 3) How did the two apostles first respond 
to the crippled man? (v. 4) What was his expectation? (v. 5)

3. Read 3:6-7. What does Peter say to the man? (v. 6) Then what 
does Peter do - and what is the result? (v. 7) Do you think Luke 
(the writer of Acts) is making an intentional point that it wasn’t 
until Peter was helping the man up that his feet and ankles 
“became strong”? Explain.

4. Read 3:8. How complete is the man’s healing? (v. 8a) People 
who were lame or crippled were not permitted to go into the 
Temple - but what did all three men do after the healing? (v. 8b) If 
you were the healed man, would do you think you would have felt 
as you walked into the Temple? What if you were Peter or John 
and escorting him inside?

5. To finish, read v. 9-16. How recognizable was the healed man? 
And how did the people respond when they saw what had 
happened to him? (v. 10,11) To whom does Peter quickly give 
glory for the healing? (v. 12-16) How does this miracle continue 
to point out the truth of Jesus’ words to the disciples in Acts 1:8? 
And do you think that God would ever use someone to reveal 
Himself in such a powerful way today? Explain.

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that He cares for those around you who 

are in great need - then ask Him to give you the wisdom and 
willingness to be His instrument to bring healing and wholeness. 

Daily Readings
Day 1: Luke 6:36   Day 4: 1 Peter 4:10
Day 2: Galatians 6:2 Day 5: Luke 7:21-22
Day 3: 1 John 3:17    Day 6: 1 Corinthians 10:24

Memory Verse: Acts 3:6
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