
The Book of Acts - Chapter 1        Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Pastor Don kicks off our summer series in the book of Acts today by 
leading us in a brief overview and then taking us through the first 
chapter as the disciples begin their initial steps of faith with Jesus no 
longer physically present with them. As the fifth book of the New 
Testament, Acts (written by the author of the gospel of Luke) provides 
us with an up front view of the establishment and geographical 
growth of the Church to help us see that it is God Himself who 
empowers Jesus’ followers (including us) to spread the good news 
that we can be reconciled to Him through Jesus (see Matthew 
28:19-20). To get your group talking, let everyone share where they 
would go if they could take a trip anywhere in the world and why…

BIG THOUGHT
The book of Acts helps us see that God wants to use us as

His ambassadors so that everyone in the world can have
the opportunity to respond to Jesus’ redemptive work.

   
1. Read Acts 1:1-3 and Luke 1:1-4. What do we learn in these two 

passages about the author Luke's specific motivations for 
writing? What stands out to you most in these introductions? How 
would you have felt if you had been around to experience Acts 
1:3 in person? Biblical scholars tell us that both Luke and Acts 
were written within 30 or so years of Jesus’ ministry (which is 
comparable to reading today about something that happened in 
the 1990s) - how can that give us confidence in their accuracy?

2. Now read Acts 1:4-7. What specific command did Jesus give the 
apostles? (v. 4). What gift did He promise? (v. 5) What did they 
think would be next? (v. 6) How did Jesus respond and refocus 
them? (v. 7-8) What would you have thought if you were there 
receiving this task from Jesus? Explain.

3. Now read 1:9-11. After speaking with the disciples, where did 
Jesus go? (v. 9) Why do you think Luke wanted us to know that 
Jesus didn’t just vanish - what does it help us understand about 
His resurrection? (see also John 20:27 and 21:12-14) How do the 
disciples respond? (v. 10) Who were the men in white and what 
did they promise? (v. 11) How does Revelation 1:7 affirm the 
statement of the men? 

4. Read 1:12-14. After Jesus’ ascension, where do the disciples go? 
(v. 12) Why do you think Luke clearly gives the name of each 
disciple who was there? What did they do? And who joined 
them? (v. 14) With this being only one and a half months after 
Jesus’ resurrection, do you think the disciples felt confident, 
confused, or something else? Why? Share your thoughts.

5. To finish, read 1:15-23. Who begins to lead the group? (v. 15) 
How many people are there with the disciples? What does Peter 
suggest and what is the result? (v.15-26) How can this chapter 
help you have more confidence when you’re waiting on God to 
fulfill His promises to you? 

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him for giving us the Bible as a witness to all 
that He does - then ask Him to help you see opportunities where you 
can be a part of continuing the spread of the good news about Jesus! 

Daily Readings
Day 1: Romans 5:8      Day 4: John 14:6
Day 2: 1 Peter 3:15           Day 5: Romans 10:14
Day 3: Colossians 4:6      Day 6: John 5:24

Memory Verse: Acts 1:8
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