
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
 Chapter 4:23-35

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
Our summer message series in the books of Acts brings us this week 
to Acts 4:23-35 where Peter and John come back and report to the 
other believers about their arrest and detainment because of healing 
a crippled man in Jesus’ name (see Acts 3:1-4:22). Interestingly 
enough, the prayer that the group prays together after hearing about 
Peter and John’s experience is not so much focused on being 
delivered from the authorities as it is on their desire to remain faithful 
to proclaim what God has done in Jesus. As you get your study 
started, let group members tell their most difficult environment in 
which to share about Jesus - at the office? With teammates? With 
family members? Strangers? Someplace else?

BIG THOUGHT
When we realize that everything is in God’s hands

we can become more bold about sharing our
faith and leaving the results to Him.  

   
1. Read Acts 4:23-24. What did Peter and John do immediately 

after they were released? How did the crowd of believers 
respond? And what did they all recognize about God at the very 
beginning of their prayer? (v. 24) Why do you think this attribute 
of God is so important to remember when facing difficult or scary 
times?

2. Now read v. 25-26 which quotes Psalm 2:1-2. Who speaks to us 
through the Scriptures? (v. 25) How should this affect how we 
read the Bible? What do v. 25-26 model for us about referring to 
the Bible in our own prayers? Have you ever had a truth in 
Scripture come to life in your own experience? Share with the 
group what happened.

3. Read v. 27-28. Connect the names listed in v. 27 to those 
prophesied to oppose the Messiah in v. 25-26 - are you surprised 
by the specificity of the Biblical prophecy? Why or why not? How 
does v. 28 affirm the truth of Romans 8:38-39? 

4. Now read v. 29-31. What do the people pray for in v. 29? If you 
had been in their situation do you think that would that have been 
your first concern? Why or why not? And why do you think they 
specifically ask for signs and wonders? (see Acts 4:4) Why is it 
helpful to remember how God has worked in the past as we’re 
praying for our circumstances now? And how does God end up 
answering their prayer? (v. 31)

5. To finish, read v. 32-35. How did the believers take care of each 
other? (v. 32) Does this seem strange or exciting to you? Explain. 
How did this arrangement display God’s grace? (v. 34-35) Do you 
think this approach should be seen as a model for the church 
today? Why or why not? Share your thoughts with the group…. 

Take it Further
Talk with God and ask Him to give you boldness to tell other people  

about your experience with Jesus - and then take steps to assist 
brothers and sisters in Christ who are struggling (like sponsoring a 

child through Compassion International at Compassion.com!)

Daily Readings
Day 1: John 1:12   Day 4: 1 Peter 3:15
Day 2: Acts 1:8 Day 5: Matthew 5:16
Day 3: Romans 10:14      Day 6: Matthew 28:19-20

Memory Verse: Acts 4:29
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