
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
 Chapter 6 and 7

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week, our study in Acts (which follows the events described in 
chapters 6 and 7) provides us with the opportunity to understand 
more about a man named Stephen who becomes the first Christian 
martyr to die because of his faith. As Luke describes both Stephen’s 
ascent to leadership in the early church and the sad aftermath of his 
death (which is the beginning of widespread persecution of Jesus’ 
followers in Jerusalem), it becomes apparent that nothing will be able 
to stop the spread of God’s Kingdom work as it’s being empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. To get your group’s time started, then, let everyone 
share about someone they know who’s had a far bigger impact than 
that person themselves would have ever guessed - could be a 
teacher? A coach? A co-worker? Someone else?

BIG THOUGHT
Regardless of how others may respond in the moment, 

if we share the truth of what we know about Jesus 
 then God will use it to further His kingdom.   

   
1. Read Acts 6:1-4. What was happening to the group at this point? 

(v. 1) What administrative problem did the group have? (v. 1b-2) 
What decision do they make and what criteria do they use for 
appointing the new administrators? (v. 3-4) How does this 
illustrate the way God gives us different gifts to accomplish His 
overarching kingdom work?

2. Now read v. 5-7. How does the group respond? (v. 5) What 
character trait does Luke specifically mention about Stephen? 
How are the new men commissioned (v. 6)? After they begin 
serving, what happens? (v. 7) Who responds after the disciples 
are able to focus more time on prayer and preaching? (v. 7b) 
How should this encourage us as we look to find our own area of 
ministry?

3. Read v. 8-10. What do we learn about Stephen’s character and 
leadership? (v. 8) Who comes to challenge him? (v. 9) How do 
you typically respond when someone brings a challenge to your 
faith? Share with the group an example if you can. And what is 
the result for Stephen? (v. 10)

4. Now read 6:11-7:1. Of what do Stephen’s opponents decide to 
accuse him? (v. 11, 13-14) Who actually said something close to 
what the false witnesses are quoting (Mark 13:1-2)? And who 
again is presiding over this run-in with a follower of Jesus? (7:1 - 
see Acts 4:5-7) What would you be thinking at this point if you 
were a member of the Sanhedrin ruling body?

5. To finish, read the longest sermon recorded in the Bible in 
7:2-7:50. Then read Stephen’s final statement in v. 7:51-53. How 
do the religious leaders respond? (v. 54-60) What factors do you 
think can account for the Sanhedrin’s radical (and illegal) 
response? What does this illustrate about the difference between 
knowledge and faith when it comes to making up our minds 
about Jesus? 

Take it Further
Ask God to give you boldness to speak up when people ask 

questions about your faith, and then pray that He will use those 
conversations to help them see the truth of His love for them through 

Jesus.

Daily Readings
Day 1: 1 Peter 3:15      Day 4: John 14:6
Day 2: Romans 10:14       Day 5: Acts 4:12
Day 3: 2 Peter 3:9      Day 6: Matthew 28:19-20

Memory Verse: Acts 6:10
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