
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
 Chapter 4:1-21

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This week, Pastor Don leads us into Acts chapter four where Peter 
and John’s healing of the crippled man (see Acts 3) gets them into a 
confrontation with Jerusalem’s religious authorities. As a result of the 
healing many men begin to believe in Jesus as the Messiah, and 
because of the crowd’s response the Jewish officials bring in both 
disciples for questioning in what will be the first of many clashes 
between Jesus’ followers and the religious leaders. So as your group 
starts, let members share how they tend to respond when someone 
criticizes their actions…

BIG THOUGHT
Even when we face criticism from others, we need to

 continue to share the truth of God’s redemptive
work through Jesus with those who ask.  

   
1. Read Acts 4:1-4. What are the disciples doing when the religious 

leaders intervene? Why do they confront the disciples? (v. 2) 
What do they do to them? In spite of the opposition how do the 
people respond? (v. 4) What do you think you would have been 
feeling if you were Peter and John?

2. Now read v. 5-7.  Who was gathered to hear the complaints 
against Peter and John? And what did they want to know? (v. 7) 
What was this same crowd doing in Matthew 26:57-68? With the 
arrest of Peter and John taking place only seven weeks since 
Jesus’ crucifixion, what do you think Caiaphas and the others 
were concerned about?  

3. Read v. 8-10. Who provides the power for Peter’s answer? How 
is this a direct fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:19-20? 
What does Peter tell the leaders? How clearly does he tell them 
their role in Jesus’ death? (v. 10)

4. Now read v. 11-12, then read Psalm 118:21-24 to see the 
passage that Peter is quoting. By referencing the verses in 
Psalms, what claim is Peter making for Jesus and His work? And 
what bold statement does he make to finish his defense? (v. 12) 
Have you ever personally had to wrestle with the implications of 
this verse? Share with the group.

5. To finish, read v. 13-21. What surprises the council about Peter 
and John? (v. 13) What does the council recognize? (v. 16) What 
do they decide to do and why? (v. 17-18) How do Peter and John 
respond? (v. 19-20) How can this be a model for our response if 
we’re threatened for speaking about “what we have seen and 
heard”? Ultimately what prevented the authorities from doing 
more at this point? (v. 21) 

Take it Further
Talk with God and ask Him to give you the courage and confidence to 
be bold in telling what you have “seen and heard” so that others can 

come to know Him for themselves. 

Daily Readings
Day 1: Romans 1:16      Day 4: John 3:17
Day 2: Matthew 5:16      Day 5: Romans 10:13-14
Day 3: 2 Corinthians 5:20 Day 6: Romans 6:23

Memory Verse: Acts 4:12
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