


Welcome 

Welcome to Gateway Baptist Weekday Preschool. 
We are proud to be serving the families of the  

Irmo, Ballentine, and Chapin area. Our program 
began in 1988 and serves children from 1-4 years 
old.    

 

We are a ministry of Gateway Baptist Church, and 
it is our goal to provide a safe, loving Christian 
environment in which your child can grow in all areas 
of their life, becoming all that God has intended for 
them to be.  We also a minister to our families as a 
part of Gateway’s mission to minister to the  
community.   

 

Our programs and activities are designed to foster 
the development of the whole child ( spiritually, 
emotionally, physically, socially, and cognitively).  
Our objective is to give our students opportunities: 
(1) to grow in their awareness of God’s world and 
His love for them, (2) to experience success that 
leads to a strong self esteem, and (3) to prepare 
them for future educational experiences.  

 

We are excited about our new year and thankful 
for each child entrusted to us.  Please let us know if 
there is anything we can do to help your family. 

 

 



2021-2022 School Calendar 
  

Meet the Teacher  Sept. 1-3 

Classes begin   Sept. 7/8 

Student Holiday   Oct. 4 

Fall Break    Oct. 29-Nov. 1 

Thanksgiving Holiday  Nov. 24-26 

Christmas Program  2’s- Dec. 17 

    3’s & 4’s– Dec. 15 

Christmas Holiday  Dec. 20-31 

Student Holiday   Jan. 17 

Student Holiday   Feb. 18-21 

Student Holiday   Mar. 14 

Donuts with Dad   Mar. 16/17 

Easter Holidays   Apr. 11-18 

Mother’s day Tea  2’s- May 6 

    3’s & 4’s– May 4  

Last day for students  May 20 

School Hours and Holidays 

 The regular preschool hours are 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon. You may drop off your child no earlier than 8:45 
and must pick your child up by 12:00 p.m. A late fee 
of $5.00 is charged after that time for the first 5 
minutes and $1.00 per minute that you are late there 
after. 

Gateway Preschool observes all Lexington District 5 
holidays. If Lexington District 5 has a late starting 
time due to the weather, Gateway will be closed. Our 
preschool will follow Lexington 5 closing due to the 
weather.  



 Parent Participation 
 

There are several special events where we typically invite 
parents in to the building. Every classroom  celebrates holidays 
and birthdays.  In December, our children prepare a Christmas 
Program. In the Spring, we host a Breakfast for Dad  and a 
Mother’s Day Tea Party. It is our prayer to be back on a normal 
schedule with all events this year. Please check the school 
calendar for dates and stayed tuned for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director: Courtney Smoak 

Phone: 803-461-4826 or 803-732-6723 

Fax:  803-732-0596 

Email: courtneys@gatewaybc.com 

Mailing Address: 

Gateway Baptist Preschool 

1651 Dutch Fork Road 

Irmo, 29063 



Tuition 
 

Tuition is due by the 10th of each month. Please fill out 
the front of your pay envelope with the amount paid and 
check number. There will be a $10.00 charge for tuition 
received after the 10th of the month unless otherwise 
arranged with the director. 

 

Tuition and Picnic Pals fees are averaged for the year 
and will be due  no matter how many days your child 
attends. This makes the payments the same each month, 
even though some months are longer than others.  

 

 Please note that Gateway does not send out yearly 
payment forms for tax purposes.  Please keep a record 
of all payments made to Gateway during the year if you 
are deducting it on your taxes.    

Our Tax I.D. number is  57-0730330. 

 

You can also make your payments through our secure 
website.  Just go to Gatewaybc.com and click on “Give”.  
You can make a one time payment or schedule automatic 
recurring payments. Be sure to remember your sign-in 
information. Please select Weekday Preschool under the 
fund tab. 

 

 You will still receive a payment envelope each month.  
Please return it with the date recorded  that you have 
sent your payment.  



Health Requirements 

 

Children should not be brought to school if any of the following 
symptoms have been present in the past 24 hours prior to the start 
of the next school day: 

  ~fever    ~body aches  

 ~shortness of breath  ~chills 

 ~Loss of taste or smell  ~ headache 

 ~ new or worsening cough  ~congestion  ~Diarrhea 
   ~runny nose 

 ~Nausea or vomiting  ~ sore throat 

 ~fatigue 

 

Please advise us if your child has come down with a contagious 
disease so that other parents may be notified. Also, should your 
child come into contact with head lice, please let us know. Children 
who become sick during the school day will be sent home. 

 

If your child is well enough to come to school, he/she is well enough 
to participate in the regular program, including outdoor activities. 
Please keep your child home if you feel they need to remain inside. 
We simply do not have the staff to watch children who must remain 
inside. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Courtney Smoak. 



Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 

Parent-teacher conferences are welcomed by 
appointment after school hours. Please call your child’s 
teacher as you feel it is necessary. 

 

 Birthday Celebrations 
 
Teachers will arrange a time for each child to celebrate 
their birthday during the year. You may choose to bring 
in a special snack for the class. Teachers will talk to you 
about gifts for the gift boxes.  
We will only distribute birthday invitations for outside 
the preschool if all children are invited in the class.  
 

 Personal Belongings 

 
Children often have similar clothing so it is necessary 
for you to label your child’s clothing. Children should be 
dressed for play. Please do not send toys, guns, stuffed 
animals or ANYTHING OF VALUE. We cannot be 
responsible for valuable items sent to school. 



Registration 

 
 

 Registration will be held in late February for the following 
September. All children need to be of correct age on or 
before September 1 of each school year as required by the 
South Carolina public school system.   Children enrolled in 
three year old and older classes must be toilet trained prior 
to entrance.  We will help families in the process of this 
training, however each child must be out of diapers before 
school begins. 

 

The annual registration fee is $135.00 for all classes and 
must accompany your registration form to reserve the child’s 
space for the following year.  Registration fees are 
nonrefundable unless the family moves out of town and 
informs the director by August 1st. 

 

The SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 
requires that each child enrolled at Gateway Preschool must 
have a current, unexpired SC Immunization certificate on 
file.  The necessary form required by DHEC is called the 
1148 form and can be obtained from the doctor’s office or 
the health department.  



Playing…the way a child learns! 
 

 Is playing the only thing you do at your school? Have you 
heard that question asked before? Many people mistakenly 
believe that learning only takes place in a very structured 
and controlled environment. In reality, young children learn 
more effectively when they are allowed to explore within 
certain boundaries and are given practical experiences 
about life and loving. Play is the work of children. Placing a 
child in a pressure-free setting is likely to bring about 
happy results. Children develop at different speeds, 
therefore, we will make every effort to guide your child at 
their most comfortable pace. 

 

 

Your child needs… 

  

▪ For you to show an interest in his work and to            
 encourage them. 

▪ For you to spend quality time as well as quantity  time 
 with them. 

▪ For you to love them just the way they are. 

▪ For you to set boundaries because you know what  is 
best for them. 

▪ For you to show love for one another as Jesus  loves. 



Monthly Unit Themes /Activities 

 

Gateway Preschool is a busy place every morning as our chil-
dren are exposed to a variety of learning experiences.   

The following are the typical themes and activities  for the 
school year for all classes.  Our 3 and 4 year old classes also 
incorporate activities for the alphabet letters and sounds. 

 

September: God Made Me/I am Special 

  Study of body parts, the 5 senses,  

  manners 

 

October: God Gave Me a Wonderful World 

  Study of the Fall Season 

  Story of Creation 

  Fire Prevention 

 

November: We are Thankful 

  Study of Thanksgiving, Pilgrims, Indians 

  Thanksgiving Feast 

 

December: Jesus is Born 

  Story of Christmas 

  Christmas Programs 

 

January: God Made the Animals 

  Study of animals 

  Study of Winter Season 



   

February: God Wants us to be Helpers 

  Study of Community Helpers 

  Valentines Day 

  Friends 

 

March: Jesus Loves Me 

  Jesus cares for Me study 

  Breakfast with Dad 

   

April: God Made Plants 

  Study of the Spring Season 

  Growing Plants 

  Easter Story /Easter Egg Hunts 

   

May: Thank You God for my Family 

  Families 

  Mother’s Day  

  Summer Season 

   



Notes and Important Numbers . . . 


