
The Book of Acts:        Pastor Don Brock
Chapter 10:34-11:18

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
For the final week of our series in Acts, today Pastor Don shows us 
how God made sure the early church leaders understood that His 
offer of relationship was for everyone who trusts in the atoning work 
of Jesus - regardless of their religious background. And even though 
the disciples had seen Jesus reach out to non-Jewish folks 
throughout his earthly ministry, in our passage today we’ll see that 
they were still shocked to see the Holy Spirit being given to Gentiles 
(non-Jews) in the same way that He was given to the disciples in the 
upper room (you can read about it in Acts 2). So to get your 
discussion started with your group, let everyone share who was the 
“wrong crowd” to hang out with when you were in high school - and 
did you hang out with them anyway?

       BIG THOUGHT
Thankfully, God freely offers His gift of salvation through

Jesus to everyone - regardless of their background,
status, or upbringing.  

   
1. Read Acts 10:34-35. To understand what was behind Peter’s new 

realization, also read Acts 10:1-33. What stands out to you about 
Peter’s initial visions in 10:9-16? (See Leviticus 11 to understand 
v. 14) How do these visions connect to Cornelius’ background? 
(10:1-2) Has God ever put you in a place to minister to someone 
where you were hesitant or had heard bad things about? What 
happened?

2. Now read Acts 10:36-43. What parts of the gospel did Peter 
highlight as he talked with Cornelius’ group? And how did he 
challenge them in v. 43?

3. Read v. 44-46. Based on the reaction of the Jewish believers, 
how significant was it that the Holy Spirit was given to the 
Gentiles listening to Peter? How did this reinforce what God was 
teaching Peter?

4. Now read v. 47-48. How did Peter respond to this new 
development? And how does v. 48 let us know that the 
relationship between the two groups had changed? Have you 
ever experienced hospitality due to the shared bond of Jesus?

5. Read Acts 11:1-3. What happened once other Jewish believers 
began to hear about Peter’s meeting with Cornelius? Why do you 
think they were so intense about it?

6. Now read v. 4-18. How would you characterize Peter’s response?  
What did his critics do once they heard the whole story? How is 
Peter displaying the attitude he later wrote in 1 Peter 3:15-16? Is 
that easy or difficult for you? Share if you can.

Take it Further
If you’ve made the decision to follow Jesus, thank God for the 

changes He’s made in you - and ask Him to use you as He sees fit 
for the growth of His Kingdom!

Daily Readings
Day 1: John 3:16       Day 4: Acts 4:12
Day 2: 2 Peter 3:9             Day 5: Ezekiel 18:32
Day 3: 1 Timothy 2:4      Day 6: 2 Corinthians 5:21

Memory Verse: Acts 10:34-35
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