
The Book of Acts:           Jeff Pruitt
  Chapter 9:1-19

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In this week’s sermon, Gateway’s Children and Young Families 
Pastor Jeff Pruitt walks us through the details of Saul’s miraculous 
conversion from a violent opponent of Christianity (see Acts 7:57-8:1) 
to the apostle Paul who spread the message of Jesus throughout the 
Mediterranean and was used by the Holy Spirit to write the majority 
of the New Testament. Because the religious leaders had granted 
Saul the authority to arrest and prosecute the early Christians (who 
were primarily Jewish), he was understandably a terrifying figure - 
especially after his participation in the stoning of Stephen. So to get 
your group discussion started, let everyone share - when they were 
growing up, was there a neighborhood or school bully that they had 
to deal with? And what ended up happening to that person?

BIG THOUGHT
Saul’s conversion is a valuable reminder that

none of us are beyond the reach of God’s
loving and gracious redemption!

   
1. Read Acts 9:1-2. What was Saul doing? What did he request 

from the religious leaders in Jerusalem? Why? Damascus was 
about a two weeks’ walking journey away from Jerusalem - what 
does this tell us about Saul’s determination to stamp out 
Christianity?

2. Now read v. 3-6. What happened to Saul as he got closer to 
Damascus? How did Saul react? (v. 4a) What did the voice say? 
Who was Saul really persecuting? (v. 5) What does this tell us 
about Jesus’ care for us? What was Saul instructed to do? (v. 6) 
What do you think you would have done if this had happened to 
you?

3. Read v. 7-9. What was the response of the men who were 
traveling with Saul? How would you have felt if you had been 
struck blind? How did they have to lead him into the city? (v. 8) 
Why do you think Saul didn’t eat or drink?

4. Now read v. 10-16. What defining fact do we learn about Ananias 
in v. 10a? Why do you think the Lord’s instructions/descriptions 
were so specific? (v 11-12) Would you have been hesitant as 
Ananias? (v. 13-14) Why or why not? What in Jesus’ response to 
Ananias stands out to you? (v. 15-16) Why?

5. Read v. 17-19. What does Ananias decide to do? What two 
things does he tell Saul will happen to him? (v. 17) What 
happens? (v. 18) What do you think the other followers of Jesus 
in Damascus felt when they heard Saul had been baptized - 
amazed? Relieved? Suspicious? Something else? Have you ever 
been a part of the process when someone came to Jesus who 
people never thought would? Is that your story? Share with the 
group… 

Take it Further
If you’re a follower of Jesus, thank God for reaching out to you and 
using other people to bring you to Himself. Then determine to be an 
Ananias and partner with God in His desire to reach someone else!

Daily Readings
Day 1: 2 Corinthians 5:17    Day 4: James 4:8a
Day 2: 1 John 1:9     Day 5: 2 Peter 3:9
Day 3: John 3:16    Day 6: Mark 16:16

Memory Verse: Acts 9:5
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