
Jesus is for Everyone        Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
As Pastor Don winds up our examination of the book of Acts and the 
beginnings of the early church this week, he spends time helping us 
see how God led the disciple Peter to realize that the good news of 
Jesus’ sacrifice is good news for everyone - not just those with the 
“right” kind of background. The truth is that God has always desired 
for everyone to come to Him, so in today’s study we’ll be seeing this 
consistent theme of an open invitation throughout the Bible. To get 
your group’s conversation started, then, let everyone share - have 
they ever known anyone who thought that their background or past 
choices disqualified them from receiving God’s grace (or was that 
their struggle?)? Let group members share if they can.

       BIG THOUGHT
God desires for everyone to come to Him, so we should

pray confidently for the people we know who need to respond
to His offer of grace - no matter their past or upbringing! 

   
1. Our first passage to examine is Jesus’ own words in Matthew 

11:28-30. What invitation does Christ make in v. 28? To whom 
does He address it? What does He promise? (v. 29) What does it 
mean to you that He offers His rest freely to anyone who wants 
it? 

2. Now read John 1:10-13. What role did Jesus play in the creation 
of the world? (v. 10a) In spite of this, how did the world receive 
Him when He appeared? (v. 10b) How did those who should’ve 
been the most aware of the workings of God (the Jewish nation) 
treat Him? (v. 11) In the end, what was (and is) the only thing 
people need to do to find salvation? (v. 12) Let group members 
who are following Jesus tell their story of how they came to 
“receive Him” as v. 13 describes… 

3. To see an example of how God desires for all people to come to 
follow Him, read Jonah 3:1-10. After Jonah receives a second 
chance to warn the Ninevites, what does God tell him to do? (v. 
1) How do the Ninevites respond? (v. 3-9) And what does God 
do? (v. 10) When Jonah gets angry, how does God explain His 
decision to be merciful? (Jonah 4:11) How do you think Jonah 
4:11 can be applied to our world today?

4. For another example from the Old Testament, read Deuteronomy 
10:17-18. How does v. 17 describe God’s character? What does 
He not show? (v. 17b) How does God feel toward non-Jewish 
people? And how are the Israelites to feel about them? (v. 18b, v. 
19) How should these verses encourage you if you don’t come 
from a Christian upbringing or history? Explain.

5. To finish, read 2 Peter 3:9. Why has Jesus not returned yet? Do 
you know anyone you are hoping to still come to repentance? 
Share their situation (without using their name) with the group 
and then pray for them.

Take it Further
Talk with God and thank Him that He wants everyone to come to Him 

and receive His gracious forgiveness - then ask for courage to talk 
with the people around you to let them know!

Daily Readings
Day 1: John 3:16       Day 4: Acts 4:12
Day 2: 2 Peter 3:9             Day 5: Ezekiel 18:32
Day 3: 1 Timothy 2:4      Day 6: 2 Corinthians 5:21

Memory Verse: Jonah 3:10
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