
Our Great Responsibility        Pastor Don Brock

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
In today’s passage (Matthew 28:16-20), Pastor Don examines one of 
Jesus’ conversations with His disciples after His death and 
resurrection. Knowing that He was going to be leaving this world 
soon (see Acts 1:9-11), Jesus talks with them to make sure they 
understand two important things - first, what is to be the ongoing task 
of the church, and two, what will be the energizing power behind it. 
As your group gets started, then, let everyone share about a time 
when someone significant (a parent, boss, teacher, etc.) left them 
with an important task to accomplish - what was it and how did it go?

       BIG THOUGHT
Jesus’ Great Commission to the disciples in Matthew 28

is still to be the mission of the church today - and
one in which we have a part to play!

  
  

1. Read Matthew 28:16. When do these events take place? (see 
Matt. 28:1-10) Why were there only 11 disciples who went to 
Galilee? How did they know where to go? (see v. 10) If you were 
one of the disciples what do you think you would have been 
expecting to find once you arrived in Galilee? Explain.

2. Now read v. 17. What were their responses when they saw 
Jesus? Why do you think some of the disciples were cautious 
about believing it was really Him? Would you have been? Why 
do you think Jesus didn’t reprimand those who doubted? How 
can this encourage us when we struggle with our own doubts 
about Jesus?

3. Read v. 18. What did Jesus tell them about Himself? Knowing 
what follows, why do you think He wanted them to clearly 
understand this? As a group see how many examples you can 
name of Jesus demonstrating His authority in both the spiritual 
and physical realms…

4. Now read v. 19-20a. Jesus’ authority allows Him to instruct the 
disciples to do what? To which people groups are they to go? 
How does Jesus’ instructions about baptism give us insight into 
understanding God as Trinity? And what is to be the content of 
what they are to teach? (v 20a) If you were a disciple, would the 
lack of specific instructions make you nervous or excited?

5. To finish, read v. 20b. What’s the final thing Jesus wanted them to 
remember as they went out? Why? If you were one of the 
disciples, how do you think this would have comforted you? How 
can these words bring us comfort today as we engage in the 
ongoing mission of the church to make disciples, baptize, and 
teach them to obey Jesus?

Take it Further
If you’re a follower of Jesus, talk with God and thank Him that 

someone’s obedience to Jesus’ words in this passage ultimately 
brought you into a relationship with Him - then ask for the courage to 

play your part in the life of someone else!
Daily Readings

Day 1: Acts 2:40-42     Day 2: Acts 13:48
Day 2: 1 Corinthians 2:1-2             Day 5: Acts 16:31-34
Day 3: Acts 16:4-5       Day 6: Acts 9:31

Memory Verses: Matthew 28:19-20
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