
Caring for those God Cares About           Jeff Pruitt

Use this guide by yourself, with a friend, or in a group to help 
you pursue a deeper relationship with Jesus this week!

Open
This morning, Gateway’s Children and Young Families Pastor Jeff 
Pruitt reminds us that God has a special place in His heart for widows 
and orphans as two of the most vulnerable groups in the world. The 
terms themselves are found in almost seventy verses of the Old 
Testament, and in those verses God tells us that He considers our 
treatment of widows and orphans to be a sign of our standing with 
Him - so much so that anyone who takes advantage of them is to be 
cursed (Deut. 27:19) and anyone who treats them poorly shows 
disregard of the Lord Himself (Mal. 3:5). In today’s study, then, we’ll 
understand what God calls us to do on their behalf. To get your group 
started, let everyone share about a time when they stepped in to help 
someone who was being taken advantage of - when was it and what 
happened?

       BIG THOUGHT
God calls on His followers to step up and stand

in the gap to make sure that orphans and widows (who
are often in vulnerable circumstances) are protected.

    
1. To begin, read Proverbs 31:8-9. What do these verses say 

should be our first response when we see someone being taken 
advantage of? What do you think that means in today’s world? 
Who in your relationships comes to mind when you think of 
someone who “has no voice” in their life or situation? What can 
you do to help them? Explain.

2. Read James 1:27. What two things does James (the brother of 
Jesus) say are the highest forms of worship? Why do you think 
he specifically picked these two? Now read  Matthew 22:36-40. 
How is James’ point in v. 27 an expansion of Jesus’ answer in 
Matthew 22? And what are some ways we can fulfill James’ 
directive today?

3. Read Deuteronomy 10:18. What does God promise to do for the 
fatherless and widow? And how does He feel about those who 
have no standing in their society (“foreigners”)? Read v. 19 - what 
does He ask us to do? Why? Do you find it easy or difficult to 
love people who are different from you? Share with the group.

4. Now read Psalm 68:5. How does God describe Himself in this 
verse? How does a good father take care of his children? In what 
ways do you think widows need protecting? List practical ways 
that you as a Life Group can follow God’s example to be a 
champion for children with no father in the home and a help to 
single women with no support structure. Be as specific as you 
can.

5.  Read Matthew 25:31-36. When will this scene take place? (v. 
31). What will happen? (v. 32-34) What is the evidence that 
someone belongs to the King (God)? (v. 35-36) Now think 
beyond just orphans and widows to the examples given in this 
passage - how can we go through our day with a higher 
awareness of the needs around us?

Take it Further
Talk with God about how He would like for you to be involved in 

bringing practical help to children and families in need, and if today’s 
message has stirred your heart be sure to follow up by investigating 

Gateway’s Joy Ministry (https://gatewaybc.com/joy-2)!

Daily Readings
Day 1: Proverbs 28:27 Day 4: Galatians 6:2
Day 2: Matthew 7:12   Day 5: 1 John 3:17
Day 3: Zechariah 7:9            Day 6: Romans 12:13

Memory Verse: 1 John 3:16 
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